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1. Out of the utmost care and concern for our community and in an abundance of public caution,
the City of Dodge City closed its facilities to public access on Tuesday, March 17, as one of several
proactive steps to combat and limit the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic locally. We remain fully
operational; we are merely providing our services in a different fashion. As of the release of this
newsletter, there is no confirmed community spread of the coronavirus disease within our county.
However, there has been one confirmed case of an individual who traveled into the community.
For a full release regarding the closure of public facilities, the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment’s recommendations regarding who and when to quarantine, and information on
the steps you can take to protect yourself from the spread of germs, continue scrolling. We also
encourage everyone to follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/cityofdodgecity and check our
website, www.dodgecity.org, as this situation is ever-evolving, and we are doing our best to share
up to date information. We appreciate the community's patience and understanding as we work
through these trying times.
2. City parks remain open at this time and are essential resources for health and wellness during
the COVID-19 outbreak while maintaining social distancing and abiding by Gov. Kelly's executive
order 20-04, to limit social gathering to 50 people or less. Sports complexes and Mariah Hills Golf
Course Pro Shop are the exception to this and are closed to public access. Please see the attached
release from the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) regarding their support of
parks and open spaces and recommendations on how to use these spaces during this time.
3. During this ongoing period, we are encouraging customers to pay their utility bills online,
through the dropbox located on the north side of City Hall, over the phone, or by mail. For online
payments, go to https://www.dodgecity.org/678/Pay, select the online payment category you
need, and follow the instructions to set up payments, for questions, call the billing office at 620225-8111.
4. Municipal Court is providing continuances for all hearings at this time and rescheduling them for
a date in May. The court staff is mailing a notice of hearing to each person with their new date.
The public may call them at 620-225-8107 or email the court with any questions about their case
at court@dodgecity.org. The email would need to include the individual's name and date of birth.
The following payment options are available: over the phone at 620-225-8107, online at https://
www.dodgecity.org/678/Pay, or use the dropbox on the north side of City Hall.
5. On behalf of the Dodge City Complete Count Committee, we are asking for your help to achieve a
complete count in Dodge City and Ford County in the 2020 Census Count. By now, most homes
in Dodge City and Ford County should have received the 2020 Census invitation. The 2020
Census can be done online, phone or mail. It's available in 13 different languages, and it's easy to
complete. Just follow the instructions in your invitation.
6. CREW recycling is closed to public access but employees will work regular hours 8-5 Monday
through Friday and 9-2 on Saturday. You can still leave your recyclables at 716 E Military or at the
Civic Center. Employees are following city protocol at this time to minimize social contact so they
will not be able to assist customers in unloading during this time. Thank you for your patience.

7. Kansas Department of Transportation crews will be replacing the beam on the Marshall Road
bridge over U.S. 400 in Ford County on Wednesday and Thursday, March 23-24. The U.S. 400/
Dodge City bypass will close from U.S. 50 to U.S. 56, and the Marshall Road bridge over U.S. 400
will be reduced to one lane with traffic controlled by flaggers during the replacement. Motorists are
encouraged to use an alternate route during the replacement. Message boards have been placed to
warn travelers of the need to find an alternative route.
8. Conant Construction continues to make progress on the Hennessey Hall Projects:
KLETC Progress—The electrical is 90% complete, waiting on the panel to come in so it can be
installed. The walls are getting drywall hung, and mud/tape/texture will start early next week.
The flooring and blinds are in and waiting for installation. The HVAC system is close to being
finished as well. Despite the engineering delay, things are progressing quickly, and are working on
getting back on track to try and finish as close as possible to the original completion date.
REWA Progress—The walls have been patched, and painting will start the first of next week. Most
of the electrical is also complete. The HVAC systems have come in, and the subcontractor will
begin installing them today (3/20). The floor cleaning/polishing is being scheduled as well. As
long as there are no delays due to the current events, this job should also catch up reasonably
quickly despite engineering delays.
9. Recently, the Friends of Wright Park Zoo and the City of Dodge City hosted a fundraising strategy
session for the public to come and learn about how they can help "Redo the Zoo." There were also
opportunities to sign up to become a Friends of the Zoo member and to learn about the Wright
Park Zoo Master Plan. If you would like to learn more and are interested in getting involved,
please contact Abbey Martin or Melissa McCoy at 620-225-8100.
10. United States Citizenship and Mobile Services that were scheduled to be in Dodge City on March
23-26, 2020, have been canceled due to the COVID-19 concerns. For those citizens with interviews
or biometric appointments, please call USCIS, National Customer Contact Center at 1-800-3755283 to reschedule your appointment.
11. The Long Branch Lagoon is currently offering the buy 3 get one free season pass sale now through
March 31. Passes are available at lblagoon.com or by calling (620) 225-8156.
12. Central Ave. pavement striping is scheduled for Thursday, March 26, and Friday, March 25.
Continue to watch the message boards for driving instructions and for the first notification of
when two–way traffic begins. We also encourage you to follow our social media pages and website
for updates.
13. Regional Business Operation Information During COVID-19—Are you curious if a business is
closed or has changed its business operations? The Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce
created a resource page to keep everyone informed. Go to http://www.dodgechamber.com/covid19-resources/additional-information/
CITY CALENDAR
Mon., April 6 - 7 pm City Commission Meeting, City Commission Chambers
Mon., April 20 - 7 pm City Commission Meeting, City Commission Chambers

Additional community events and flyers have been removed from this newsletter until
further notice due to the constantly changing and evovling cirsumstances regarding
the COVID-19 pandemic. Following state orders, events with the potential of 50 or
more attendees have been canceled or postponed. If you have questions regarding a
previously shceduled event, please contact the host entity.

Media Contact:
Abbey Martin, Public Information Officer
620-225-8100
abbeym@dodgecity.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - March 17, 2020
City closing public facilities in response to coronavirus
DODGE CITY, Kansas — Out of the utmost care and concern for our community and in an abundance of
public caution, the City of Dodge City is taking several proactive steps to combat and limit the spread of the
coronavirus pandemic locally. The following information is being updated continuously and re-evaluated.
Effective March 17, 2020, the following City facilities will be closed to the public, but employees are working
and available by phone for questions:
· Animal Shelter - 620-225-1567;
· City Hall/Municipal Court - 620-225-8100 and 620-225-8107;
· CREW Recycling - 620-225-8148 (drop-off only, elderly and disabled by appointment only);
· Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau Center - 225-8186 ;
· Hennessey Hall - call the parks department at 620-225-8160;
· Mariah Hills Golf Course - 620-225-8182;
· Santa Fe Depot – CVB Offices - 620-225-8218/Economic Development Office - 620-227-9501/Chamber
of Commerce Office 620-227-3119/ and Public Transit Offices - 877-323-3626 or 620-225-8119 ;
· Wright Park Zoo - call the parks department at 620-225-8160;
· Why Not Dodge Facilities including Dodge City Raceway Park, Athletic Complex Facilities, and United
Wireless Arena - Call City Hall at 620-225-8100
· Utility Billing - 620-225-8111
No City parks are being closed at this time. Though following Gov. Kelly’s executive order, there shall be no
gatherings over 50 people.
This may be re-evaluated if additional positive COVID-19 cases are reported in Ford County, however. As of the
release of this statement, Ford County officials have confirmed one positive case within the county and have
stated that the individual is in quarantine. Please refer to fordcounty.net for more information regarding this
case.
“These closures are to protect the most vulnerable members of our community and preserve access to key
backup facilities in the case of an emergency shelter need,” said City Manager Cherise Tieben. We are sorry for
any inconvenience that this may cause and hope these closures are temporary.”
“An overabundance of caution is vital at this point. We would rather do too much and in the end not know if it
was necessary, rather than do too little, and the effects be abundantly apparent.”
All non-essential City board meetings will be canceled or rescheduled. More specific information will be
released at a later time.
City Facility Closures
The Hoover Pavilion and Mariah Hills Golf Course Meeting Room will be unavailable for rental until further
notice during this outbreak period. Full refunds will be offered to any party with a canceled reservation.
Athletic uses are canceled until further notice at Athletic Facility Complexes and events will be postponed or
possibly canceled at Dodge City Raceway Park and United Wireless Arena.
Utility Bill Payment
During this ongoing period, we are encouraging customers to pay their utility bill online, through the dropbox
located on the north side of City Hall, over the phone, or by mail. For online payments go to https://www.
dodgecity.org/678/Pay, select the online payment category you need, and follow the instructions to set up
payments. For questions call the billing office at 620-225-8111.
Municipal Court Cases
At this time the municipal judge is preparing guidelines and directives for pending appearance dates, trials,
and probation check-ins. These guidelines and directives will severely limit any personal contacts with the
court and court personnel while also protecting the rights of all citizens to have their matters fully and fairly
considered and resolved. For more information pleas call municipal court staff at 620-225-8107.
For questions or concerns about any of these closures or changes, please call City Hall at (620) 225-8100.

National Recreation and Park Association Joint Statement on
Using Parks and Open Space While Maintaining Social Distancing
(March 18, 2020)
The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) prepared the following statement to
support the power of parks and open spaces as essential resources for health and wellness
during the COVID-19 outbreak. To date, more than 500 organizations have signed on to
voice support.
Concerns about the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak continue to grip our
nation. As organizations that support the power of parks and open spaces as essential
resources for health and wellness, we understand that people may have questions and
concerns about visiting their local parks, trails or open spaces at this time.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has flagged mental health as a top
concern associated with the COVID-19 outbreak. We recognize that social distancing may
take a toll on our mental health, especially during high-stress and anxiety-producing global
public health emergencies. We also know that parks provide a connection to the outdoors
and green space as well as opportunities for physical activity which studies demonstrate
reduces stress and improves mental health.
We believe that many parks, trails and open spaces can continue to be used in a safe
manner that allows people to enjoy the mental and physical health benefits these spaces
provide. In all instances, we recommend people follow local, state and national ordinances
and guidelines regarding the use of these spaces and recognize that these vary from
community to community.
In places where there are no restrictions on the use of local parks, trails and open spaces,
we encourage all users to follow these recommendations:
•

Refrain from using parks or trails if they are exhibiting symptoms.

•

Follow CDC’s guidance on personal hygiene prior to and during use of parks or trails.

•

Prepare for limited access to public restrooms or water fountains.

•

While on trails, warn other users of their presence and as they pass, and step aside to let
others pass.

•

Follow CDC guidance on the recommended size of social gatherings including outdoor
picnicking, pick-up sports and other group hangouts, and maintain proper physical
distance at all times.

•

Observe CDC’s minimum recommended social distancing of 6 feet from other
individuals at all times. If this is not possible, users should find an alternate location or
depart that space.

•

Consult their local and state ordinances and guidelines for the most up to date
recommendations on park and trail use.

We encourage local jurisdictions to keep parks, trails and open spaces accessible as long as
it is safe to do so.
Our local parks, trails and open spaces have always served as places where people can
find respite and seek peace and restoration. During this time of uncertainty, these places
are needed now more than ever. Our nation’s park and recreation professionals are
working hard to maintain these spaces and keep them safe, accessible and benefiting our
communities during these challenging times. Let us all do our part to use them in a way
that respects each other and public health guidance.

Census data matters to your community.
An under count in Dodge
on approximately

City means our community could miss out
$64,333.80 in federal funding (over 10 years) for

each household that is missed in the 2020 Census.



FACTS ABOUT DODGE CITY (based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau)

COMMUNITY:
Total Population (as of 2017): 27,961
Population Change Since 2010: +621
Median Age: 29.3

HOUSING & LIVING:
Median Household Size: 3.09
Median Household Value: $106,100
Total Number of Structures: 9,359
Single Unit: 6,453

ECONOMY:

Multi-Unit: 1,962

Median Household Income: $46,770

Mobile Home: 944

Number of Residents (age 16+) Employed: 19,950

Boat, RV, van, etc.: N/A

Number Employed in Health Care, Social Assistance,
and Educational Services: 2,057
Population Working Outside of City: 28.1%
Average Commute Time to Work: 13.5 minutes

Households with Broadband Internet
Access: 6,291

EDUCATION:
Number of School-age Children: 7,564
Total Population Over 25 Years of Age: 15,849
*Graduated High School (incl. GED): 3,894

HEALTH:
Number of Population with Health Insurance: 22,768
Number with Private Insurance (i.e. Employer, DirectPurchase): 17,882
Number with Public Health Insurance (i.e.,
Medicare, Medicaid, Tricare/military): 6,783
Number with No Insurance: 4,779

*Attained Some College, No Degree: 3,035
*Attained Associates Degree: 1,219
*Attained Bachelor’s Degree: 1,741
*Attained Graduate or Professional
Degree: 882
*Data points indicate highest education level achieved

*Residents can have multiple forms of insurance

Ensure that you count, Dodge City counts, and Kansas counts
by completing your 2020 Census questionnaire online, by phone, or by mail.
All data derived from the ACS 2013-2017 estimates.

www.kansascounts.org
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Ford County issues disaster declaration
By Judd Weil, Dodge City Daily Globe
Posted at 2:32 PM

This content is being provided for free as a public service to our readers during the coronavirus
outbreak. Please support local journalism by subscribing at www.dodgeglobe.com/subscribe.
On March 19, at the Government Center in Dodge City, the Ford County Board of
County Commissioners held a special meeting to decide whether to issue a disaster
declaration for Ford County in lieu of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The motion was to put to vote because of the wide influence and affect that COVID19 has had on the country so far, making the Board of County Commissioners
consider it an “imminent threat” to Ford County.
The motion passed with a 3-0 vote.
The disaster declaration falls under the statutes recognized by the board and states
that:
‒ A state of local disaster emergency exists.

‒ That it covers the entire vicinity of Ford County.

‒ This protocol will activate all response and recovery aspects of any and all
emergency plans applicable to Ford County.
‒ The Board of County Commissioners will retain all rights and powers to perform
emergency acts, as stated by and through the provisions of the Kansas Emergency
Preparedness Act of 1975.
‒ That it will be recognized as in affect for a total of 14 days unless terminated or
renewed by the board.
A motion was carried during the meeting to change the days of operation from 14
days to 60 days, to match the governor’s recent proclamation.
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“I’ve been continuing to research about this and I have to say that we as a state, we as a
nation have gone over the top a little about responding to this,” said 1st District
Commissioner Shawn Tasset. “The more I read about it and come to understand how
it spreads and that it happens exponentially, the math about it, has really opened my
eyes a little bit.”
Tasset believes that more stringent measures of action are necessary.
Commissioner Ken Snook, who represents the 3rd District, followed by stating that
he believed that ideas could be found among the community.
With the motion passed, all in-person services, provided by Ford County facilities will
cease and only essential personnel will be allowed access to those facilities.
All non-essential county services will cease operation and those personnel will be put
on paid-administrative leave, all of this falling in line with the disaster declaration.
It is being left up to the Ford County department heads to determine what will be
considered nonessential.
County services will continue through online and telecommunication availability.
Tasset said they are still going to be adapting to the new change in processes as they
figure them out, while calling it a “proactive move” and saying that while Ford County
is stepping into drastic territory, it is important to not panic.
“This is a process we’re going to grow through and we’re literally going to set the
curve, probably, for the nation,” said county administrator J.D. Gilbert. “I mean most
people are just restricting access or some services, not completely shutting down.
“Of course, we’re not talking about Fire and EMS, law enforcement and
communications, that’s not what we’re talking about, those are essential services.”
A meeting to revisit this vote will take place on March 30.
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STUDENTS COMPETE FOR CASH PRIZES AT THE FORD COUNTY YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMPETITION
Dodge City KS – Seventeen students presented their business concepts on Wednesday, March 11th, 2020 at
the Fourth Annual Youth Entrepreneurship Competition (YEC). YEC is hosted by the Dodge City/Ford County
Development Corporation and was held at the Dodge City Community College. Students were scored on their
executive summary and four-minute presentation by a panel of local judges. This local entrepreneurship competition is part of the YEC series by NetWork Kansas. The winner of the local competition will go on to compete
at the state competition on April 28th at Kansas State University.
Lauren Seachris won first place and $1,500 with her business Laurens Treats. Lauren who is a young
entrepreneur actually does this as a business. She sells her homemade pet treats and toys online and at
regional trade shows. Second place winner, Camila Gonzalez won $1,000 with her business Garage Lodge
and Ty Vilaysing with Ace Detailing won third place and $500. Camila’s business Garage Lodge is a business
concept she thought of when she was young. Garage Lodge is a garage located on interstate exits which
provide a secure place for people to sleep in their vehicles for a low rate. “Garage Lodge ensures sleep to
all people on the move because; your rest is our only quest” is the mission of Garage Lodge. Ty’s business
concept Ace Detailing provides mobile auto detailing and focuses on providing the convenience of coming to
the customer.
The goal of the competition is to expose students to entrepreneurship. “All the students did an excellent job
presenting their business ideas.” said Mollea Wainscott, Special Projects Coordinator for the Dodge City/Ford
County Development Corporation. “It is really amazing to see our youth think like entrepreneurs, they put a lot
of time and work into their business plans.” This event was sponsored by SMH Consulting and Chris Boys –
American Family Insurance. Many community members support this event by sponsoring, judging, presenting
and mentoring the students.
For more information contact Mollea Wainscott with the Dodge City/Ford County Development Corporation, at
620-371-3869 or housing@dodgedev.org.

