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1. The Liberty Gardens Committee and the
City of Dodge City would like to thank all of
those that attended the 17th Annual 9.11 Day
of Remembrance Memorial Ceremony. The
committee also expresses their gratitude to
Fidelity State Bank, Western Beverage and
CREW Recycling for donating the trees planted
in during the morning ceremonies. The service
is held to remember those who lost their lives
during the terrorist attack on September 11,
2001, and those servicemen and women who
have given their lives and who continue to serve in the fight on terrorism. The Liberty Garden
Committee is made up of Jeff Myers, Lori Bone, and Jane Longmeyer, and Corey Keller as the City
Staff Representative.
2. City staff has been attending meetings in preparation for the Historic Preservation conference
that will be held next week at the Santa Fe Depot, September 19-21. For more information on the
conference and to learn about attending the free sessions on Saturday, visit https://www.kshs.
org/p/upcoming-events-and-conferences/14644.
3. City, County, and VenuWorks Administration met with representatives from the High Plains
Youth Hockey Association on Wednesday to discuss the efforts to extend the 2019/2020 season. In
addition, they discussed needs and concerns from the association.
4. City Staff and City Commissioners attended
the Southwest Kansas Coalition (Dodge City,
Garden City, and Liberal) annual meeting in
Liberal, Kansas. As part of the meeting, SKC
members discussed the SKC budget for the
fiscal year 2020; received State legislative
updates for the last and next Kansas legislative
session; and agreed on the upcoming legislative
agenda for 2020, which included the topics
of immigration, education, transportation,
taxation, and annexation. The group also had a special guest from the Kansas Department of
Transportation, which spurred the conversation on road and infrastructure projects in Southwest
Kansas.
5. The Boot Hill Museum construction meeting was held this week. The aluminum windows and
doors are close to completion, and it is anticipated that glass will go in next week. In addition, the
canopy on the north side of the building will be installed the first week of October. Currently, the
siding is being installed on the north side of the building.

6. Last week, Dodge City Latino/Hispanic leaders and
residents attended a listening session with Aude
Negrete, Director of the Kansas Hispanic & Latino
American Affairs Commission with the Kansas
Governor's Office. As part of the meeting, the group
talked about issues and successes of the Latino/
Hispanic community in Dodge City and the State
of Kansas. The goal of these listening sessions is
to bring these issues to the Governor's attention in hopes of solutions that will improve diverse
communities like Dodge City and Garden City.
7. City administration attended an ICMA Webinar on Grappling with Gnarly Issues this week.
The webinar focused on different issues facing cities and the innovative approaches that their
administration came up with to tackle these problems.
8. Parks and Facilities staff spent a few days this week removing and replacing soil on the south side
of the employee parking lot at City Hall. New sod is being placed Friday, September 13th, which
will complete the project. The lawn on the west side of the parking lot was replaced in July.

9. The streets department has spent the majority of the week removing the
brick guttering and replacing it with 8” of concrete on the east side of Ave
D and Military. The west side of the intersection was repaired last year
due to rainfall.
10. Parks and Facilities Sports and Events Coordinator Michael Harris
attended the Tomorrow’s Leaders Institute held earlier this week at the
Tall Oaks Conference Center east of Linwood, KS. The institute, held
annually by the Kansas Parks and Recreation Association, is a two and
a half-day training geared toward parks and recreation professionals
who are just getting started in their careers. The training focuses on
enhancing leadership qualities, management knowledge, and networking
with other parks and recreation professionals. Following the conclusion
of the training, Troy Brown, Parks and Facilities director received an email from Erika Devore,
Executive Director of KRPA. Erika said this about Michael, “Every year at our Tomorrow’s Leaders
Institute, we have a few attendees really stand out as future leaders in the park and recreation
profession. This year Michael showed us he has the leadership skills to excel in this profession.
We enjoyed having him attend and look forward to watching him advance throughout his career”.
Congratulations to Michael for being recognized by KRPA and for being a great addition to the
Parks and Facilities team.
11. Dodge City has been host to several events this week. The Ford County EMS has prepared for three
nights of continuing education classes. The Dodge City Senior High class of 1959 is celebrating
their reunion. The annual Southwest Kansas Bar Association was held Friday, September 13th at
the Depot Theater Company with the help of the Dodge City Depot Guild.

12. The Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau has been busy at the Kansas State Fair this week.
The CVB has had the opportunity to visit with thousands of people who visit the fair about visiting
Dodge City. With the assistance of our community partners, Dodge City will have participated
in the ten fun-filled days of the state fair for the 19th
year.
13. Visitors to the Santa Fe Depot will be able to find out
more information on the building thanks to new signs
placed in the Hotel Lobby. The four signs “The Early
Years,” “The Santa Fe Depot,” “The Harvey House,”
and “The Restoration” tell the history of the building
and its impact to Dodge City.
CALENDAR
City:

Mon., Sept. 16 - 6:30 pm City Commission Work Session, City Hall Commission Chambers
Mon., Sept. 16 - 7 pm City Commission Meeting, City Hall Commission Chambers

United Wireless Arena:
See attached flyers
Dodge City Community College:
See attached flyers
Community Events:
See attached flyers for more events
Dodge City Public Library Events:
See attached flyers

For additional events, applications, trainings and more — continue scrolling.

Media Contact:
Abbey Martin
620-225-8100
abbeym@dodgecity.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tufted Capuchin Monkey Recovers from Surgery While Investigation Continues

DODGE CITY, Ks. — Wright Park Zoo and City staff previously released information that an older Tufted Capuchin
Monkey, Vern, was found with minor injuries the same morning it was reported that another Capuchin from the
Zoo’s troop, Pickett, was located just outside City Limits. After further veterinary treatment, it was found that the
injury was more extensive than it initially appeared and would require surgery. When originally reported on, it was
not yet determined how Pickett came to be outside the enclosure or how Vern was injured.
“Based on DCPD’s investigation as of today, we do not believe the little monkey, Pickett, found his way outside the
enclosure on his own,” said Dodge City Police Chief Drew Francis. “Nor do we believe he traveled to where he was
found on his own. His father’s injury appears to be from blunt force trauma in excess of what would occur from a
fall.”
Officer’s conducting the investigation suspect that someone gained access to the enclosure and injured the older
monkey as he tried to protect his offspring from being taken.

Hannah Schroder, Head Zookeeper said, “Vern is very protective of the younger monkey and would not have let him
go without a fight. Unfortunately, this suspected altercation resulted in a broken knee cap.”
After many discussions with the Zoo’s contracted veterinarian, Dr. Jennifer Wipf, it was decided that the, “best
course of action for recovery was for Vern to be transferred to Kansas State University for surgery,” Schroeder said.
Surgery was performed on September 10, 2019, by veterinary and
orthopedic specialists at Kansas State University to repair the broken
bones and was deemed successful.

“Vern is recovering well but will have to spend the next 6-8 weeks away
from his family while he recovers,” Schroder said. “He is back at the zoo and
will remain behind the scenes until his injuries are healed.”
While Vern recovers, the investigation into the incident continues, Francis
said.

“Though I doubt the culprit has the decency to come forward,” Francis said.
“I also suspect someone may know who committed this act or have and
idea who would do this. If that’s you, we would greatly appreciate talking
with you.”
Those that have information regarding this case, but wish to remain
anonymous can do so by texting “DCPD” and your tip to 847411 (tip411).
Or an app can be downloaded for iPhone at https://apps.apple.com/us/app/
dodge-city-pd/id1331040064?ls=1, and Androids at https://play.google.com/
store/apps/details?id=com.citizenobserver.dodgecitypd.
#

Vern came to the Wright Park Zoo in 1988 with a female named Charro
at 1-year. The pair has had at least four offspring and live with their two
youngest sons, Jack and Pickett. Capuchin monkeys are native to South
America and live mostly in trees, only coming to the ground occasionally
for food and water. Their populations are declining in the wild as they face
threats of deforestation, habitat loss, and capture for the pet trade.

Ford County Community Assessment (FCCA)

•

This assessment, a collaboration of Ford County K-State Research and
Extension, Ford County Health Department, Western Plains Medical
Complex and Hospice of the Prairie will give this coalition of partners,
from varying human services, a look at the health and well-being of
Ford County individuals and families.

•

The primary goal of the FCCA is to identify the relationship between
the needs, assets, and demographics in communities. Also, we strive
to make this information available to service organizations (data for
writing grants, providing resources, etc.)

•

A survey has been developed to capture demographic data and
information regarding well-being of Ford County families and include
questions regarding: health, education, employment, social wellbeing, and safety.

•

Data gathering methods will include online surveys, focus groups,
and face to face interviews, where possible.

•

This survey will be disseminated to broad sections of Ford County.
Researchers are targeting representative groups of varying ages,
socio-economic backgrounds, ethnic backgrounds, and religious
affiliations.

•

Survey respondents must be 18 years or older.

•

The written survey will be available in English and Spanish. Online
survey will be available in English and possibly Spanish.

•

Survey responses will be anonymous and participants will not be
asked any identifying information.

•

Last day to submit survey will be May 15.
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English survey link
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dbzsMN7OSO2eTZz
Spanish survey link
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CYungI0PzlaHMp
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Líderes de agencias sin fines de lucro y comunitarias locales se han
unido para crear el Ford County Health Study (Estudio de salud del
condado de Ford), el cual el objetivo principal es identificar recursos
necesarios en la comunidad. Una encuesta ha sido creada para capturar
datos demográficos e información sobre el bienestar de la gente del
condado de Ford. Las preguntas incluyen temas tales como finanzas,
salud, educación, empleo, y seguridad.
La colección de datos de esta encuesta se obtendrá por medio de
encuestas por correo, encuestas en línea, o por medio de entrevista,
cuando sea posible. Esta encuesta será distribuida a una amplia
selección de la comunidad, dirigidas a grupos de distintas edades,
orígenes socio-económicos, étnicos y creencias religiosas. Los
encuestados deben tener mayor de 18 años de edad.

No se les pedirá información de identificación personal a los
participantes de la encuesta. Los resultados estarán disponibles a las
organizaciones de servicio a la comunidad con el fin de entender mejor
las necesidades para proveer servicios. La información recopilada
también será una ventaja valiosa para los que van a someter propuestas
buscando recursos económicos o monetarios para la comunidad.
Esta encuesta debe ser completada antes del 15 de mayo, 2019

Link para encuesta en español
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CYungI0PzlaHMp
English survey link
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dbzsMN7OSO2eTZz
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Dodge City Walk to end Alzheimer’s
Register your team online, visit alz.org/walk plus your zip code
DODGE CITY, Kan. – Join the Fight for Alzheimer’s first survivor.
Dodge City needs you!
The Dodge City walk to end Alzheimer’s will be held at Wright Park in Dodge City Kansas on Saturday, September 14, 2019. Registration at the event begins at 9 a.m. and the walk begins at 10:00 a.m. with the singing
of the National Anthem and the memory garden ceremony. Again, this year, the storybook walk about the book,
“Granny Can’t Remember Me!
For more information, email walk chairperson, Ethel Schneweis at eschnewe@ksu.edu or stop by Edward Jones
financial advisor, Melanie Harshberger at 2000 N. 14th. Suite A, Dodge City KS. Alzheimer’s 2019 National
Presenting Sponsor.
Enroll your team today at alz.org/walk plus your zip code. It’s not too late, form your team today and
join the fight for Alzheimer’s first survivor.

Please Join Us!
Dodge City Needs YOU!

Enroll your team today:
act.alz.org/cwkswalk

SEPTEMBER 14, 2019
WRIGHT PARK
REGISTRATION: 9 AM
WALK: 10 AM

Festival Internacional
de
Dodge City
Acompáñenos a celebrar toda la diversidad, etnias y culturas de Dodge City durante la
Semana Nacional de Bienvenida. Traiga a toda la familia para disfrutar deliciosa
comida y bebidas, vendedores, arte, entretenimiento y mucho mas.

DOMINGO, SEPTIEMBRE 15, 2019
4:30-8:30 PM
CENTRO DE DODGE CITY

2nd Ave. cercas de la estatua de El Capitán
Vendedores interesados en poner un puesto por favor contacten a
corall@dodgedev.org o 620-227-9501

Organizado Por:

City of Dodge City
Cultural Relations Advisory Board

HUASCAR MEDINA
A writer and an artist at the Dodge City
International Festival
Enjoy a special guest appearance by Huascar Medina during the Dodge City International
Festival on Sunday, Sept. 15th, 2019. Medina will read some of his poems and take part in
other events during the International Festival. The poetry reading will feature original works by
Medina written specially for the “Faces of the East Side Neighborhoods” portrait exhibit being
held in partnership with the International Festival.
Huascar Medina, the first Latino and first person of color to become Poet Laureate of the State
of Kansas is coming to Dodge City. Over the next two years, Medina will tour the
state using his theme 'May Our Voices Ring True' as a starting place to discuss what it means
to be a Kansan — particularly a Latino Kansan.
"Leading Poetry Across Kansas"
To learn more about Huascar visit the link below:
https://kansasyoung.com/2019/03/03/huascar/

DODGE CITY
REGIONAL

WHAT TO EXPECT

DODGE CITY, KS
Friday, October 25, 2019
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
United Wireless Arena
4100 West Comanche Street
Events Hosted by

Business and community leaders will talk
about relevant economic issues that will
impact local businesses and communi�es,
including economic condi�ons, economic
drivers for the state and regional
economies, and general expecta�ons over
the coming months. Topics will include
labor demand, costs, and wages. A local
presenter will provide an in-depth analysis
of the local economy.

Registra�on $95

($120 after September 24, 2019)

Learn More and Register
www.DodgeCity.cedbr.org

NEW THIS YEAR!
Included in the price of the
conference is a subscrip�on to the
CEDBR forecast booklets ($100
value), which are in-depth
publica�ons and reference guides
on regional and state-wide
economic condi�ons in Kansas:
Kansas Economic Trends (available
at event) and Kansas Economic
Update (mailed in February).

