Community Newsletter
Week of April 15 - 19, 2019
A publication of the City of Dodge City Public Information Office

1. City Commission Meeting – April 15, 2019
•

Petitions and Proclamations:
• Proclamation declaring April 2019 as Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month.
•

Proclamation declaring April 26th, 2019, as Arbor Day.
•

•

•

For information on Arbor Day and the City’s Tree Planting events, please see the
attached press release and flyer.

Proclamation declaring April 18, 2019, as Dodge City Red Demon Wrestling Team Day in
honor of this year's record-breaking team and the five individuals that placed at the State
Tournament, including three State Champions!

New Business:
• Approved 5 - 0 the bid to purchase 295 water meters and some additional parts for meters
from Municipal Supply for $92,285.85.
•

Approved 5 – 0 for staff to enter into a contract with Imagemakers from Wamego ,Kansas,
to analyze the current Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) marketing
programs.

•

Discussed the general considerations it would take to look into districting for City
Commission Elections. No action was taken and no direction was given from the
Commission to look into the matter further.

2. Staff presented to the City Commission a summary of the Community Engagement for the
Comprehensive Plan during Monday’s City Commission Work Session. The Community
Engagement efforts involved Presentations and Interviews with stakeholder groups, workshops
open to the general public, utilization of community engagement software and an online survey
that was available to the public. Implementation of all the community engagement feedback into
the Comprehensive Plan is currently underway.

3. Stacey Ludlum of Felis Consulting provided a presentation via the web to the commission during
their work session this past Monday evening. Stacey presented four concepts of the zoo master
plan that were made available to the public on Wednesday. Public Engagement sessions are slated
to start up next week with different groups to introduce the concepts. Public engagement sessions
are scheduled at city hall in the commission chambers located at 806 N. 2nd Avenue on April 29th
from 5:30 to 7:00 pm and on Final Friday, April 26 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at Eryn’s Downtown
Center located at 509 N. 2nd Avenue. If you are unable to attend a session, please provide
feedback using the link below.
Phase 2 Concept Survey
The Wright Park Zoo Master Plan project has moved into Phase 2, concept creation and testing!
Felis Consulting has put together four different concepts, and we want to know what appeals to
you. Read through descriptions of the various ideas while looking at images to help you imagine all
the possibilities.
Complete the survey in English at https://s.surveyplanet.com/URJ6TcXcy by April 29th and help
us get to the next step!
¡El proyecto del plan maestro del Zoológico de Wright Park ha entrado en la fase 2, creación de
concepto y pruebas!
Felis Consulting ha creado cuatro conceptos diferentes y queremos saber cuál le gusta. Lee las
descripciones de las diversas ideas mientras miras las imágenes para ayudarte a imaginar todas las
posibilidades.
¡Complete la encuesta en español https://s.surveyplanet.com/surM5gYxCantes del 29 de abril y
ayúdenos a llegar al siguiente paso!
4. The Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau is pleased to announce that Dodge City has been
nominated in USA TODAY 10Best Readers' Choice 2019 travel awards! Their expert panel selected
Dodge City as a contender for Best Historic Small Town, which just launched. Their contest, which
is being promoted by USA TODAY, gives voters four weeks to vote for the candidate of their choice
at https://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-historic-small-town/. Individuals can vote once a
day for the run of the contest.
5. Keep Dodge City Beautiful has partnered with several organizations to host Great American
Cleanup events on Saturday, April 27, 2019, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Dodge City Fire
Training Center parking lot located at 2101 1st Ave. A full release on who will be set up at the event
and items accepted is attached at the end of the newsletter.
6. Dodge City will be hosting Travel Writer Terry Zinn, this Friday and Saturday. Terry will
be touring several attractions in Dodge City and enjoying a variety of foods. He is a fantastic
photographer, so Dodge City has some potential promising photos from this journalist for
publications he contracts with. We are excited to see the
results from Terry’s visit.
7. The Dodge City Fire Department trained on technical
rescue at the Pride Ag grain elevator this week and
will be doing similar training the next couple of weeks
there. The training was scenario based with a trapped
individual under the floor of the facility in a confined
space. The crew was able to work on different ways to
make access to the victim and rope rigging to pull him
out. DCFD also invited Ford County Fire and EMS to
join in on the training.

8. City employees from
DCFD, C shift, Mollea
Wainscott with Housing,
and Vickie Williamson
with Code Enforcement
installed free smoke
alarms from the Red
Cross at 2600 E. Trail,
Happy Homes Trailer
Park, on Wednesday, April 17, 2019. During the installs, the firefighters found a carbon monoxide
leak at one of the residences and Black Hills Energy was called to turn off the gas to prevent
a severe situation. Hats off to the firefighters for making awareness to the homeowner of the
situation.
9. City Staff held the first meeting with community leaders to start forming the Complete Count
Committee for the U.S. Census 2020. Currently, they are recruiting more community leaders/
residents to participate on this committee. The next meeting is scheduled tentatively for May 15th
at City Hall. City Staff expects to have a complete list of participants by next month. The goal is to
have every group/ethnicity represented to help with a complete count in Dodge City. In addition,
during the next meeting Carlos Urquilla, Partnership Specialist with the U.S. Census Bureau, will
be present at the meeting to provide technical assistance, training, and informational documents.
If you are interested in participating in the committee, please contact Ernestor De La Rosa at
ernestord@dodgecity.org or 620-225-8100.
10. Main Street Dodge City hosted their Downtown Spring Cleanup this past Thursday. Volunteers
from throughout the community as well as City staff helped by pulling weeds, sweeping sidewalks
and gutters, and picking up trash. A big “thank you” to all of those that volunteered. Downtown
looks beautiful and ready for the summer season. If you would like to volunteer with Main Street,
please contact our office at (620) 227-9501.

11. Dodge City and Ford County representatives participated in a meeting in Garden City with
Secretary Julie Lorenz with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) about the status of
the T-Works projects and more specifically about the 4-lane highway expansion project between
Cimarron and Dodge City. City and County staff plan to have further conversations on this project
and will remain in contact with KDOT as they prepare for the construction of this project in the
upcoming years.
12. Long Branch Lagoon season passes are still on sale for 10% off through the end of April. To
purchase your passes visit www.lblagoon.com or call 620-371-6807 for more information.
13. City staff met with representatives for the Dodge City A’s on Friday. The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss the 2019 season and ways to help promote the games as well as the Mini A’s Camps.
To view the 2019 season visit http://www.dodgecityas.com/season-schedule.html.
14. Dodge City Sports Commission and United Wireless Arena have been selected host the 2020 and
2021 Region VI Division 1 basketball championships. See the attached full press release for more
details.

PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release
April 17, 2019
Contact: Daniel Cecil
(620) 225-8160 office
danielc@dodgecity.org

City of Dodge City to Celebrate Arbor Day
DODGE CITY, Ks. — The City of Dodge City Parks and Facilities Department will host tree-planting services
in recognition of Arbor Day on Friday, April 26th. Tree plantings will be conducted at Beeson Arboretum,
Cavalier Field, and Arrowhead West’s North Facility at St Mary’s.

Arbor Day tree plantings will begin at Beeson Arboretum April 26th at 9 am. The trees will be of a species

that are new to the park to continue our efforts to provide a place for the public to visually see different
varieties of trees that can be planted in our planting zone and sustain long healthy life, with proper care. All
trees at Beeson Arboretum are marked with a plaque to identify their common name easily.

At noon, the staff will be planting a memorial tree for former City Manager and Attorney, Ken Strobel, and
his family to celebrate his career and many contributions to our community over the years. The tree will be
planted at Cavalier Field, north of the main entrance on the west side of the facility. These three trees will be
purchased with funds provided by CREW Recycling.
At 2 pm, a memorial tree planting will take place at the North Arrowhead West facility. This tree will be
planted to remember and honor all clients of Arrowhead West that have passed in the last year.

In recognition of Arbor Day, City Parks and Forestry staff will be planting 71 Black Hills Spruce trees on
the north and west sides of the new Sutherlands building on Dodge City Community College property. The tree
row will act as a physical barrier to help stop wind and beautify the properties as they grow into a mature size.
This planting project will take place in the early part of May once trees are ready for placement.
Arbor Day is a national celebration sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation to promote the
planting and care of trees. Each year the Foundation recognizes communities who have made tangible efforts
in tree planting and care as a “Tree City USA” member. Dodge City has received the Tree City USA designation
for 43 consecutive years, since the inception of the award in 1975.
#

MEDIA Contact
Corey Keller
Superintendent of Public Works
Keep Dodge City Beautiful Coordinator
City of Dodge City
coreyk@dodgecity.org
620-225-8170

For Immediate Release – April 18, 2019
Keep Dodge City Beautiful Schedules Great American Cleanup Projects
DODGE CITY, Ks. — Keep Dodge City Beautiful has partnered with several organizations to host Great
American Cleanup events on Saturday, April 27, 2019, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Dodge City Fire
Training Center parking lot located at 2101 1st Ave.
Ford County Household Hazardous Waste will be set up for safe disposal of household hazardous waste. Bring
your unwanted paint products, automotive products, pesticides, herbicides, batteries, etc., - anything flammable
and poisonous that you no longer need. Empty containers can be disposed of in your trash can. This program
is free, and their regular hours are Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at 10972 113 Rd. Call 227-4525 if
you need further information.
Archway Recycling will be available to accept old electronics (E-Waste) - computers, VCR’s, phones, desktop
copiers/printers, scanners, and flat-screen televisions. If anyone has questions or needs further information on
the e-waste drop-off, please contact CREW at 225-8170.
The Dodge City Police Department will be on site to accept unwanted/outdated prescription medications. The
service is free and anonymous; no questions asked.
Also, available the Ford County Humane Society will be accepting donations of good condition and clean pet
crates, beds, towels, blankets, leashes, collars, food bowls, and food.
Lastly, CREW will be accepting flower vases for the high school floral design program.
Keep Dodge City Beautiful hopes that everyone will take this special Saturday opportunity to clean their
property and safely dispose of the items with these sponsors. For additional information, contact Corey Keller,
Keep Dodge City Beautiful Coordinator, at 225-8170.











Bringing excellent events, facilities,
and organizations together!
PO Box 880

Dodge City, KS, 67801

Phone: 620.225.8160

DCSCEvents@dodgecity.org

Dodge City Sports Commission Chosen to Host
KJCAA Region VI Basketball Tournament
On April 12, 2019 the United Wireless Arena and the Dodge City Sports
Commission were voted as a two-year host for the KJCCC Region VI Basketball
Tournament. After a meeting of Athletic Directors from around the KJCCC conference, a
vote was held in which it was determined the United Wireless Arena best fit the needs of the
tournament.
Jake Ripple, Athletic Director for Dodge City Community College and DCSC board
member took part in the meeting and vote to hold the tournament in Dodge City. Ripple
spoke on the opportunity to host the event, “it is a great opportunity to bring fans from other
schools to spend time in Dodge City. We look forward to showing everyone the great
facilities we offer and hope to continue this relationship with the KJCCC in the future.”
The Region VI tournament will bring the top 8 men’s and 8 women’s teams to
Dodge City to compete for the opportunity to move on to the NJCAA National Basketball
Tournament. Paul Lewis, Chairman for the Sports Commission said “We’re pleased to
have been selected to host this tournament. Fans will get a chance to watch top level
basketball and see some of the best community college teams and players in the country.”
The 2020 KJCCC Region VI Basketball tournament is scheduled to begin on
Saturday, February 29 and run through Tuesday, March 3. First round games will be
played on Saturday and Sunday with semi-final games held on Monday and two
championship games on Tuesday.
Dodge City Sports Commission
The Dodge City Sports Commission hosts multiple sporting events throughout the year and
is charged with accommodating to the public and staffing of those events. Upcoming events
hosted by the DCSC include the NAIA Softball Championship first round, KSHSAA Class
5A State Golf and the 2019 Kansas Shrine Bowl.
The Arena
United Wireless Arena is a state-of-the-art multipurpose facility in Dodge City, KS that
plays host to concerts, sporting events, family shows, motor sports, trade shows, rodeos,
equestrian events, and community events. The arena allows for more than 3,000 seating
including 12 private suites and 150 premium loge seats on the suite level.
For Immediate Release
Contact: Paul Lewis - paull@dodgecity.org

CALENDAR
City:

Mon., May 6 - 7 pm City Commission Meeting, City Hall Commission Chambers
Mon., May 20 - 7 pm City Commission Meeting, City Hall Commission Chambers

United Wireless Arena:
Fri., May 10 - 7 pm Clay Walker
Sat., July 27 - 7:30 pm Trace Adkins, The Official Dodge City Days Concert
Dodge City Community College:
See attached flyers
Community Events:
See attached flyers for more events
Dodge City Public Library Events:
See attached flyers

For additional events, applications, trainings and more — continue scrolling.

April 24, 2019
TIME:
Noon
LOCATION: Dodge City Community
College, Dome Activity
Center, 3004 N. 14th
Rain or shine! For more information, visit
bcbsks.com/walk or facebook.com/bcbsks

#NWLDKS
An independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.

Is your
company
competitive?
Enroll in our Lean Ofﬁce Open Course
How will lean keep my
company competitive?
A one-day, hands-on workshop. Learn how to
create cellular ﬂow and pull systems in an
administrative environment. Students learn how
to eliminate waste, maximize productivity and
increase proﬁts in an actual ofﬁce setting. Lean
principles can increase business efﬁciency,
money and time.

May 8, 2019 • 8 AM–4:30 PM
Guymon Petro - 301 4th Ave Dodge City, KS 67801

•$200/seat
•Lunch and books provided
•Limited to 18 students

contact

Joann Knight
JKnight@dodgedev.org
(620) 227-9501

Harness The Power of
Social Media
9:00 - 11:00 AM

This class will cover the basic principles of social media analytics both for
beginners and for marketers who want to refresh their knowledge.
This free course will offer an introduction to its fundamentals and how
to interact with major social media platforms such as:
• Facebook •Instagram

•Twitter

Register today at
https://ksbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/24759

May 17th

101 E Wyatt Earp Blvd, Dodge City, KS 67801
For more Information call: Terri Larson - 620-371-3871
Tara Burkhart - 620-227-3119

At the Santa Fe Depot

Online Marketing for
Small Business
1:00 - 3:00 PM

Understand how to use tools to promote products and services through th Internet.
Online marketing includes a wider range of marketing elements than traditional business
marketing due to the extra channels and promotion mechanisms available on the Internet.
We will discuss Online Marketing tactics outside of social media, including:
• Search Engine Optimization (SEO)
• Google for your Business
• The Importance of having a Website
Register today at
https://ksbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/24760

FREE TO ATTEND

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

