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A publication of the City of Dodge City Public Information Office

1. The Southwest Kansas Coalition (SKC) hosted their annual meeting in Garden City, Kansas on
Wednesday, August 29th. City staff and commissioners from Garden, Dodge, Liberal, and Hays
were in attendance. As typical of every annual meeting, the SKC discussed the following items for
the fiscal year 2019:
•SKC Budget and Expenses
•SKC Washington, D.C. Legislative Trip
•State Legislative Review/Preview for 2018-19
• Joint Legislative Transportation Vision Task Force
•University Center Project
•SKC Legislative Policy for 2019
Some of these items are a work in progress among all SKC member cities. Should you have any
questions about the SKC and its recent annual meeting, please contact Ernestor De La Rosa, Asst.
to the City Manager/Human Resources Director at ernestord@dodgecity.org or 620.225.8100.
As you may know, Amtrak is pushing to make significant service changes to Amtrak along the
established long-distance passenger rail route of the Southwest Chief. Last month, Senator
Jerry Moran and Tom Udall passed an amendment in the Senate to maintain these services. The
amendment was included in the 2018 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and
Related Agencies appropriations bill. This amendment would provide resources for maintenance
and safety improvements along the Southwest Chief route and would compel Amtrak to fulfill its
promise of matching funding for the successful Tiger IX discretionary grant. In addition, if this
amendment is successfully passed, this will give the Southwest Chief supporters a full year to work
towards a solution to preserve these services for the long run.
The Moran and Udall amendment will need passage at the House of Representatives. Currently,
the amendment is being worked on at the House Transportation, Housing and Urban
Development (THUD) subcommittee. Earlier this week we received reports that the amendment
is receiving some push-back from other members in the subcommittee. Therefore, we are asking
community residents and Southwest Chief supporters to contact our Kansas Delegation and the
House THUD subcommittee leadership to ask for their support for the Amtrak amendments.
Attached you will find their contact information and some talking points to help you with your call.
Should you have any questions about this issue or need further information, please contact
Ernestor De La Rosa, Asst. to the City Manager/Human Resources Director at ernestord@
dodgecity.org or 620.225.8100.
2. A partnership between the Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce, the Dodge City/Ford County
Development Corporation, and the Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau has resulted in
an informational presentation from the Kansas Highway Patrol concerning safety, as the “Kansas
Active Shooter Mitigation Program” is set for 10:00 AM, Wednesday, October 3rd, at the Boot Hill
Casino and Resort Conference Center. For more information please see the attached press release
and program flyer.

3. The contractor has finished the installation of the underground
utilities, water, sewer, and storm sewer, in the 1700 Block of
Central Avenue. Dodge City Utility Crews are starting to install
new water meters in the 1700 block. They are connecting the
new meters to the new water/service line and to the existing
line into the house. The sub-grade has been rough cut to
grade. Once everything dries out, crushed concrete will be
placed and compacted. Once this is done preparations will
be made to start placing concrete. Starting next week, the
contractor will start the installation of the new sewer line in
the 1600 block. Once that is completed, work will begin on
installing the new 12” waterline. Unfortunately, the rainy
weather this week has delayed progress on the project.
4. The annual 9-11 Day of Remembrance Memorial Service will
take place on Tuesday, September 11, 2018, at 7:00 pm at
Liberty Garden in Wright Park, just east of Hoover Pavilion.
The service is held to remember those who lost their lives
during the terrorist attack on September 11, 2001, and those
servicemen and women who have given their lives and who continue to serve in the fight on
terrorism. There will also be a tree planting ceremony at Wright Park in close proximity to the
Liberty Garden. The first tree will be planted the morning of September 11 beginning at 7:45 am, in
remembrance of those who died from the first plane crash into the north tower of the World Trade
Center. Three more trees will be planted at 8:03 am, 8:45 am and 9:10 am to coincide with the
other plane crashes.
5. The Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau is set to host the 2nd annual Bounty Bird
Pheasant Contest with Rooster Roundup during the 2018 hunting season. For more information
regarding the contest, see the attached press release.
6. The water department had three main breaks the last week of August; the first one took place
Sunday, August 26th at 14th and Cedar, the second took place at Ave H and Ash, the third main
break occurred at 14th and Cedar further down the line from the first break. Crews were also able
to put in three new water services in the Central Street reconstruction area.
7. Street crews continue to clean up sand in areas that were affected by the heavy rains from previous
weeks as well as repairing potholes throughout the city.
8. The sanitation department would like to remind everyone that the City Ordinance #3365 section
15-504.3 does not allow illegal dumping in the alleys. The Ordinance states “It shall be unlawful
for any person to throw, drop, place, cast, deposit or leave or cause to be thrown, dropped,
placed, cast, deposited or left upon any public street, alley, sidewalk, park, thoroughfare or public
place or upon any yard, lot or premises, either public or private, any filth of any kind, dirt, cans,
trash, paper, containers, rubbish, bottles, wood shavings or debris, brush, tree trimmings, dung,
excrement, compost manure, ashes or litter of any kind.”
9. The City closed on the contract agreement with Casey’s General Store last week. Watch for updates
on the timeline for construction in the community newsletter and on our social media posts.
10. Staff from the Kansas State Historical Society visited Dodge City during the week of August 27.
The purpose of their visit included a regional presentation on utilizing historic tax credits and
grant funding opportunities. In addition, the 2019 Historic Preservation conference will be held
in Dodge City Historical Society staff met with Dodge City Convention and Visitor’s Bureau and
Historic Landmark Commission staff to tour potential sites for the conference.

11. The grant consultant for the University Center project along with the Director of the Dodge City/
Ford County Development Corporation presented an update to the City Commission on Monday
night’s meeting. In addition, the Development Corporation has a new link on their website to
receive updates on the progress of the project. You can view more information at http://www.
dodgedev.org/mid-level-college-project.
12. The Cultural Relations Advisory Board would like to invite the public to attend the Know
Your Rights presentation on September 27 at 6:00 pm at the Civic Center located at 2100 1st
Avenue in Dodge City. The featured speaker is Cesar Moreno Perez, Associate Director with the
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) Human Rights and Community Relations Department
in Washington D.C. Mr. Moreno Perez will talk about how we can keep our students safe and
learn about innovative tools and resources to keep families together and end family separation.
Admission is free. For more information please call Greta Clark at 620-371-1048 or Melissa McCoy
at 620-225-8100.
13. The Southwest Kansas Nonprofit Advocacy Committee met this week to discuss future goals and
training opportunities for area nonprofits in 2019. The committee received a $2000 grant from
the Mariah Fund for these trainings. The purpose of the group is to provide support for area
nonprofits. Individuals on the committee include representatives from the Community Foundation
of Southwest Kansas, the Mariah Fund, United Way of Dodge City, City of Dodge City including
the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, Dodge City Community College and Southwest Kansas Area
Agency on Aging.
14. The billboard structures near Howell, Kansas, shared by the Convention and Visitors Bureau and
Boot Hill Museum, are being turned into stacked V-shaped illuminated boards. Luminous Neon
crews set the base poles, and are in the process of installing the boards. There will be a bit of an
obstruction there for the next several days until assembly is completed, and the old signs come
down.
CALENDAR
City:

Mon., Sept. 17 - 7:00 pm City Commission Meeting, City Hall Commission Chambers
Mon., Oct. 1 - 7:00 pm City Commission Meeting, City Hall Commission Chambers
Mon., Oct. 15 - 7:00 pm City Commission Meeting, City Hall Commission Chambers

Dodge City Raceway Park:
Sat., Sept. 15 - 7:00 pm Sixth Annual Jerry Soderberg Memorial Championship Event
Sat., Sept. 22. - 7:30 pm BMI Racing Products Dodge City 200 Enduro – 200 laps or two hours
Sat., Oct. 20 - 7:00 pm World of Outlaws Sprint Car Series
United Wireless Arena:
Sat., Sept. 8 - 9:00 pm Intocable
Thur., Sept. 13 - 8:00 pm Tracy Bird
Sat., Sept. 29 - 7:30 pm America
Tues., Oct. 2 - 7:00 pm Casting Crowns
Fri., Oct. 12 - 7:00 pm Hairball ROCKS Dodge City, KS!
Sat., Oct. 27 - 7:30 pm Scotty McCreery
Dodge City Community College:
See attached flyers

For more events, applications, trainings and more continue
scrolling to view flyers.

AMTRAK Services/Southwest Chief
Call your Congressman about the Southwest Chief and AMTRAK’s proposed change in service.
Contact information:


Congressman Ron Estes
Kansas Representative
Phone: 202-225-6216



Congressman Roger Marshall
Kansas Representative
Phone: 202-225-2715



Congresswoman Lynn Jenkins
Kansas Representative
Phone: 202-225-6601



Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart
Florida Representative
Transportation Subcommittee,
Chairman
Phone: 202-225-4211



Congressman David Joyce
Ohio Representative
Transportation Subcommittee,
Vice-Chairman
Phone: 202-225-5731

The main request of your congressmen is:


Contact the House THUD subcommittee leadership about support for the
AMTRAK amendments contained in the Senate’s THUD appropriations bill
related to AMTRAK funding.

Other talking points:


AMTRAK is proposing to disrupt the Southwest Chief route between Chicago &
Los Angeles with bus service between Dodge City and Albuquerque.



AMTRAK’s action will effectively kill this long-distance route, furthering the gap
between rural and urban America.



AMTRAK is ignoring federal regulatory process, which allows for Positive Train
Control (PTC) exemptions on segments with low freight and passenger service,
with a Board policy requiring PTC on all routes.



AMTRAK leadership wants to eliminate long-distance service.



Seven other AMTRAK routes have some PTC exemptions – they will be the next
routes to be discontinued.



The AMTRAK amendment will give the Southwest Chief supporters a full year to
work out a solution to preserve service into the future.



National subsidies for all forms of transportation should be used to connect our
nation, not increase the divide between rural and urban.

Press Release
Local Agencies Bring Active Shooter Training to Dodge City
A partnership between the Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce, the Dodge City/Ford County Development Corporation, and the Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau has resulted in an informational presentation from the Kansas
Highway Patrol concerning safety, as the “Kansas Active Shooter Mitigation Program” is set for 10:00 AM, Wednesday,
October 3rd, at the Boot Hill Casino and Resort Conference Center.
The program will be provided FREE of charge, with the deadline for registration set for September 28th.
“We began to speak about the need for this a few months back, after there had been some horrific national incidents of this
nature, and we began discussing that this could happen anywhere and that it would be a good topic to present to the community. We don’t think about this being HERE, and we hope it never happens, but being ready for this tragic phenomenon,
and having a plan if it does, will make us better prepared, overall,” says Jan Stevens, Director of the Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau.
“While this program will not address individual business safety assessments, we will have the Dodge City Police Department, and the Ford County Sheriff Office on hand for questions and discussion on how you can get a schedule from them
to walk through your place of business, based on your location, either inside or outside the city limits,” reported Joann
Knight, Executive Director, of the Dodge City/Ford County Development Corporation.
Tara Burkhart, President of the Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce, describes the presentation as a must-see for
those who deal with the public on a regular basis. “The presentation is addressing crisis planning, active shooter awareness, and will help our retail business, local attractions, and venue sites explore options of safety if they are ever faced
with this tragic situation,” as she explains why this is important.
Micheal Racy, along with Tod Hileman, Technical Troopers, with the Kansas Highway Patrol will present information on
this pivoting topic. In 2013, the Kansas Highway Patrol was asked by the Governor to address this concern in the wake of
the Sandy Hook School shooting. Since that time, other active shooter incidents have taken place, making this presentation an important safety awareness program.
To register for the program, contact the Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce, at 620-227-3119.
This training is available to all Dodge City and Ford County businesses.
The Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce, is a not-for-profit state chartered voluntary organization of business, industry, and professional men and women who have pooled their individual talents and monies together for the common good
of Dodge City. The Dodge City/Ford County Development Corporation is a non-profit organization that promotes the
growth and development of existing businesses and pursues quality new businesses to help sustain the economic vitality
of the area. The Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau is a department of the City of Dodge City, and promotes
Dodge City and the area’s resources and assets to meeting planners, group tour operators, travel writers and prospective
tourists to bring convention and travel business to Dodge City, and serves the community to make Dodge City the best
place to be.

###
For more information:
Tara Burkhart- President

Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce
Joann Knight – Executive Director
Dodge City/Ford County Development Corporation
Jan Stevens-Director
Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau
All offices are located at:
101 East Wyatt Earp
Dodge City Kansas 67801

Kansas Active Shooter
Mitigation Program

WEDNESDAY OCT. 3
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Boot Hill Casino & Resort
Conference Center
4000 W. Comanche
Dodge City, KS
RSVP to the Dodge City Area chamber of commerce
by Friday, Sept. 28th at (620) 227-3119

TRAINING OVERVIEW

Micheal Racy,
Tod Hileman,
Technical Trooper
Technical Trooper
Kansas Highway Patrol Kansas Highway Patrol

Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau
Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau to Host 2nd Annual Bounty Bird Pheasant Contest With Rooster Roundup
During Hunting Season
Dodge City and Ford County offers outdoor enthusiasts a variety of hunting opportunities including pheasant, quail, deer,
turkey, and more. With welcoming guides, accommodating lodging hosts, and acres of public land, Ford County is a
hunter’s haven.
The 2018-2019 pheasant hunting season in Ford County boasts an additional incentive to hunters as the Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau once again hosts their two annual pheasant contests. “Bounty Bird” and “Rooster Roundup”
contests will release 150 banded pheasants near the Ford County walk-in hunting areas adjacent to Dodge City.
100 gold numbered leg banded birds will be released for the “Bounty Bird” and 50 red numbered leg banded birds will
be released for the “Rooster Roundup”. If you are lucky enough to bag one of the Ford County leg banded pheasants,
hunters will need to return the leg band to the Dodge City Visitors Center to receive a gift and officially register the band
for the appropriate contest. If you bag a “Rooster Roundup” bird banded for another participating county, those bands can
also be returned to Dodge City Visitors Center for a gift and the band will be returned to the appropriate county for the
“Rooster Roundup” contest drawing.
“Bounty Bird” gold numbered leg bands will each correlate with an associated community prize. “Rooster Roundup” red
numbered leg bands will be entered into a grand prize drawing at the end of pheasant season. All winners will be revealed
after the conclusion of pheasant hunting season (January 31, 2019). Winners of the prizes will be contacted by telephone
and prizes may be picked up at the Dodge City Visitors Center or will be mailed to the winner.
As always, this is a great opportunity for hunters as there are more chances to win prizes when you hunt in Ford County.
The ‘“Bounty Bird” and “Rooster Roundup” pheasant contests runs the duration of pheasant season, November 10, 2018
to January 31, 2019.
Rules
•
•
•
•
•
•

All state and federal firearm regulations apply
No cost to enter
Contest entries are accepted from November 10, 2018 until January 31, 2019
All licensed hunters are welcome to participate, must be 21+ to collect certain gifts/prizes
Each leg band entry must be turned into or mailed to Dodge City Visitors Center with the following information:
o Hunters contact information (name, address, telephone number, and email address)
o Copy of valid hunting license
Mail or drop off leg bands to:
Dodge City Visitors Center
400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
Dodge City, KS 67801

For a complete list of rules for the contests, visit www.visitdodgecity.org or contact the Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau at 620-225-8186.
More Information:
•
•
•
•

•
•

“Bounty Bird” will total 100, will be gold band numbered tags, and the number on the tag will correspond with a
specific community prize.
“Rooster Roundup” birds will total 50, will be red band numbered tags, and the grand prize is a $500.00 Chamber
Bucks certificate.
If a “Bounty Bird” band is not returned, the prize will not be given.
“Bounty Bird” and “Rooster Roundup” band winners will both receive a gift that consists of a hat and a $20.00
FREE PLAY chips from the Boot Hill Casino and Resort. One Boot Hill Casino and Resort voucher will be given
per person, if more than one band is turned in from a hunter then a substitute prize will be given for the additional
bands registered.
The contest will run the duration of the 2018-2019 pheasant season; November 10, 2018 to January 31, 2019.
If requested, registered leg bands can be returned to the registered contestant upon completion of the contest and
prize drawings.

That Peer Support Couple – Cathy and Javier Bustos

Coming to Dodge City!

National Speakers Cathy and Javier Bustos have been featured in many news articles. Check out this
link for their most recent interview. https://www.mystatesman.com/news/local/austin-policereviewing-mental-health-services-amid-mounting-stress/fo3bQLrqA0mVtz7CnbFDBJ/
They’ve also written several articles for law enforcement publications. Check out this one at this link:
https://www.lawenforcementtoday.com/author/cathyandjavi/
See their Facebook page at https://m.facebook.com/cathyandjavi/

October 24th Class Times
8am – 11am
2pm – 5pm
7pm – 9pm (Family focus, spouses invited)

October 25th Class Times
8am - 11am
2pm – 5pm
Location: All classes held at the Ford County Sheriff’s Office Classroom

*Mandatory Training, must attend one session*

Pleased to Announce our Speakers!
MODERATOR
Jeff Hiers
Chief Operating Officer
Servi-Tech, Inc.

REAL ESTATE OUTLOOK
Stan Longhofer
Director
Center for Real Estate
Wichita State University

REGIONAL LABOR MARKET UPDATE
Tyler Tenbrink
Senior Labor Economist
Kansas Department of Labor
Labor Market Information Services

STATE OUTLOOK
Jeremy Hill
Director
Center for Economic Development
& Business Research
Wichita State University

For more information visit: www.DODGECITY.CEDBR.ORG

Center for Economic Development and Business Research
1845 Fairmount | Wichita, KS 67260-0121 | (316) 978-3225
CEDBR@wichita.edu

