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1. City staff participated in an
Adopt-A-Highway clean up
arranged by the Public Works
department on Friday, July 20th.
This was just one of the many ways
the City of Dodge City is helping
to prepare for the start of Dodge
City Days next week. For more
information on what the different
departments will be working on in
the days leading up to the events, and
what community members can do to
help, visit https://www.dodgecity.
org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=942
2. Nine employees from the water
department went to a trenching
and shoring class Wednesday and
Thursday. It included confined
space training. The trenching and
shoring class teaches employees to put up wood or metal hydraulic operated cylinders against the
dirt walls which ensures the safety of the employees when they have to dig over 4 feet in depth.
Confined space entry class teaches maintenance workers the proper steps to be taken when
entering enclosed spaces such as tanks and manholes. Some things they learned were to check air
quality, fire/explosion risk, and to guarantee they follow OSHA requirements.
3. Sanitation crews have been picking up the alley bins in the area from Wyatt Earp to
Comanche and Avenue B to Avenue D. Alley bins have been replaced by green poly karts and
residents in this area are asked to have the karts to the curb Monday mornings by 7 A.M. If you
have any questions or concerns call (620)225-8170.
4. The Mini Cooper Rally ‘Mini Takes the States’ were in town on Thursday and Friday of
this week. The organizers chose United Wireless Arena as their rally gathering point. Nearly 400
Mini’s overnighted in Dodge City, with the mass departure set for Friday morning.

5. The Dodge City Police Department will be hosting another Citizens Police Academy
beginning September 11, 2018 and continuing until November 13, 2018. The class will meet on
Tuesday evenings starting at 7:00 pm until approximately 9:00 pm each night. The class will meet
one Saturday during that time to go to the firing range for weapons training. For more information
on what the course will entail, and to apply, visit https://www.dodgecity.org/193/Citizen-PoliceAcademy
6. Late Tuesday
afternoon a parks
seasonal employee
alerted Parks and
Facilities staff of a leak
in front of the Long
Branch Lagoon. With
the help of Public
Works and their hydro
excavator, staff was able
to get the leak repaired
by Wednesday morning. Unfortunately we had to close the water-park an hour early Tuesday
evening and delay the opening Wednesday morning until around 8:00 AM.
7. Central Avenue Project – The contractor has finished the connection of the new waterline
to the existing 16” waterline in the intersection of Comanche St. and Central Ave. While the
area was excavated a new valve was installed and existing valve was replaced. The contractor is
replacing the concrete pavement today. The intersection will open late next week. The contractor
has demolished the pavement from Comanche St. to Magnolia St. including the intersection of
Magnolia St. The contractor will start utility work on this block next week.

8. Morgan Blvd. Striping – Road Safe Traffic Systems, a pavement marking contractor, will start
replacing the pavement markings on Morgan Blvd. from 6th Ave. to Central Ave. on Monday,
July 23rd. This project will be done under traffic, but please use caution if driving in this area or
find an alternate route. Morgan Blvd. from 1st Ave. to Central Ave. will be worked on after the
intersection of Central Ave. and Comanche St. is reopened.
9. Join the Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce Thursday, July 26th, through Sunday,
August 5th, for Dodge City Days! Dodge City’s unique history and heritage are brought to life for
10-days of fun for the whole family! With over 75 individual events happening throughout the 10
days there is definitely something for everyone. For detailed information about the festival and for
a full list of events, please visit the NEW Dodge City Days website, www.dodgecitydays.org.

CALENDAR
City:

Mon., Aug. 6- 7:00 pm City Commission Meeting, Commission Chambers
Mon., Aug. 20- 7:00 pm City Commission Meeting, Commission Chambers

Dodge City Raceway Park:
Fri., July 27 - 7:30 pm Driver Appreciation Night
Sat., Aug. 18 - 7:30 pm 5th Annual Sport Modified Mayhem
Sat., Aug. 25 - 7:30 pm Coaches Race plus Weekly Racing Series
United Wireless Arena:
Sat., July 28 - 7:30 pm Justin Moore, Dodge City Days Kick-Off Concert
Sat., Sept. 29 - 7:30 pm America
Sat., Sept. 8 - 9:00 pm Intocable
Tues., Oct. 2 - 7:00 pm Casting Crowns
Community:
Fri., July 20- 9:00 pm Main Street’s Movies in the Park - Holes @ Boot Hill Museum
Thursday, July 26th through Sunday, August 5th - Dodge City Days
Fri., July 27 - 8:30 am - Downtown Cleanup - Eisenhower Park
Fri., July 27 - Various Times and Places - Final Friday, Downtown Dodge City
Sat., July 29- 9:00 pm Main Street’s Movies in the Park - Tombstone @ Boot Hill Museum
Dodge City Public Library July Events:

Media Contact:
Abbey Martin
620-225-8100
abbeym@dodgecity.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – July 16, 2018
Final Days for Cleanup Projects for Dodge City Days
DODGE CITY, Kansas —With just over a week before the start of Dodge City Days, it is time
to take final steps to make sure the community is ready for the many visitors who will be arriving
to participate in the ten-day festival.
“We are particularly addressing the busy arterial streets and parade route that will carry most of
the traffic to the events,” said Corey Keller, Keep Dodge City Beautiful Coordinator. “City staff
has been cleaning dirt and sand from sidewalks and curbs, edging, mowing, weed eating and
performing litter cleanups and trash removal.”
Businesses and residents can play an important part in the preparations by looking at their
properties to see if there is something extra that can be done that will give the visitors and
tourists a great Dodge City experience.
‘Company is coming to town’ in a big way and there is no better time to work together to put our
best foot forward.

30 second radio spot: Cleanup projects around the community are in their final stages as Dodge
City Days begins on Friday. Businesses and residents are encouraged to take another look at
their properties as to sidewalks cleaned, vegetation mowed and weed-eated, curbs edged and
litter picked up.
Dodge City Days is the second largest festival in the State. Company is coming to town in a big
way and there is no better time to work together to put our best foot forward.

Governor Colyer Announces New "Land in Kansas"
Strategic Economic Development Initiative
On Thursday, Governor Jeff Colyer announced the launch of a new economic development initiative
aimed at attracting investment and promoting business expansion in Kansas. Colyer was joined by
Interim Secretary of Commerce Bob North, Secretary of Agriculture Jackie McClaskey, and other
economic development professionals from across the state.
The new initiative titled “Land in Kansas” takes a comprehensive, multi-agency approach to economic
growth. The key components of the plan include a new state marketing campaign, a top-down review
of economic development programs in the state, and a pilot program to enable communities across
the state to better target specific areas for economic growth.
Under the plan, several state agencies will each appoint an economic development liaison who will
serve as the primary contact for economic development projects.
“Economic development is not just the responsibility of the Commerce Department. Every agency
across the administration has a responsibility to do their part to grow the economy and attract jobs to
the state,” said Gov. Jeff Colyer. "As governor, one of my top priorities is growing our economy and
ensuring our children have access to the jobs of the future right here in Kansas. That’s why this effort
to recruit new investment is critical to the future of our state. Kansas is in a great position for growth.
If we continue to work together, we will ensure that Kansas is no longer viewed as a flyover state. We
want people to Land in Kansas.”
The “Land in Kansas” marketing campaign will present a bold and direct message to businesses in
key industries to start or expand operations in Kansas. The campaign will highlight the opportunities
for individuals and industry to live and do business in Kansas, while also showcasing the strategic
advantages of the state – including our central location, well-trained workforce, and pro-business
atmosphere.
“Our state has much to offer companies looking to start or expand their operations and we need to do
everything possible to make sure Kansas is competing for each and every opportunity,” said Secretary
North. “We appreciate Governor Colyer’s initiative to develop a coordinated, strategic effort on
economic development and, ultimately, get even more jobs and capital investment in Kansas.”
The program also includes a Strategic Growth Initiative pilot project which is designed to proactively
identify how counties wish to grow and match them with companies with similar needs to locate
in their area. This aspect will be spearheaded by the Department of Agriculture and will focus on
portions of the state’s top two industries – agriculture and UAS and small aircraft.
“Agriculture is the state’s largest industry — we know we can’t grow the Kansas economy without
growing agriculture,” said Secretary McClaskey. “This program will provide a format to help
communities identify how they want to grow so we can work together strategically and help connect
them to the right opportunities that fit their community’s resources and needs. We are pleased to lead
the pilot program, which will be assessed to determine its success and viability and then be expanded
to other sectors of the Kansas economy.”
In addition, the “Land in Kansas” initiative will require a full evaluation of Kansas’ economic
development strategy led by co-chairs Ashley Hutchinson and Blake Schreck.

Joann Knight Selected as Task Force Member for Governor Colyer’s
“Land in Kansas” Strategic Economic Development Growth Initiative
“The new initiative titled “Land in Kansas” takes a comprehensive, multi-agency approach to
economic growth. The key components of the plan include a new state marketing campaign, a
top-down review of economic development programs in the state, and a pilot program to enable
communities across the state to better target specific areas for economic growth,” stated Governor
Colyer.
“Under the plan, several state agencies will each appoint an economic development liaison who will
serve as the primary contact for economic development projects. The “Land in Kansas” marketing
campaign will present a bold and direct message to businesses in key industries to start or expand
operations in Kansas. The campaign will highlight the opportunities for individuals and industry to
live and do business in Kansas, while also showcasing the strategic advantages of the state – including
our central location, well-trained workforce, and pro-business atmosphere.”
Knight serves as the Executive Director of the Dodge City/Ford County Development Corporation
and has been with the public/private partnership for 27 years. She is responsible for overseeing
the organizations day-to-day operations, including business recruitment and expansion, workforce,
housing, rural community development, neighborhood revitalization and entrepreneurship.
Knight was instrumental in creating and now also oversees Main Street Dodge City, Dodge City
Festivals, and the Community Housing Association of Dodge City. Just recently, Knight worked with
the Kansas Small Business Development Center to host and locate an office in Dodge City covering
a seven-county region including Kiowa, Clark, Comanche, Ford, Edwards, Hodgeman and Ness
Counties.
Mrs. Knight is a recent graduate of the 2018 Eisenhower Leadership Public Series Class and currently
serves on the board of directors. She also serves on several local and regional advisory boards,
including the Western Kansas Rural Economic Development Alliance (wKREDA). She was the 2013
Kansas Representative on the Southern Economic Development Council Board of Directors and is a
Past President of the Kansas Economic Development Alliance.
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WHY LOCAL?

TOP 5 R E A S O N S T O
SHO P L O C A L
Buying local boosts the local economy:
Dollars spent in locally owned businesses have three times the impact on the community as dollars spent at national
chains. When shopping locally, people simultaneously create jobs, fund more city services through sales tax, invest in
neighborhood improvement and promote community development.

Local businesses sell a wide range of
great products at affordable prices:
Local businesses have the ability to react to the
needs of the community quick and can reflect the
unique culture of Dodge City in many ways.

Shopping local sustains the community:
Supporting local businesses allow them to remain in
the downtown area and keep the area vibrant and
alive with the involvement with local programs and
providing a pleasing atmosphere for family and
friends to visit on a regular basis.

Photo by Duane Shearer

Shopping local retains a community's
distinctiveness:
Independent businesses create a distinctive
shopping experience and stock different
products.

Shopping local creates stable
employment:

Downtown businesses create local
employment, as well as foster
self-employment.

FREE fun for the entire family!
10:00 am—11:30 am
Ford County Fairgrounds
(901 W Park ST, Dodge City)
This event is sponsored by Waters True Value and the Ford County 4-H Ambassadors

Exhibit Building OPEN to Public 5:00 - 9:00 PM – July 19; 9:00 AM-9:00 PM – July 20-22; 9 am-7 pm July 23
ALL EVENTS AT FAIRGROUNDS, 901 W. PARK ST. DODGE CITY

THURSDAY, JULY 19
7:30 -10:00 AM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

4-H & Open Class Entry Check-In
4-H Non-Livestock Projects & Open Class Judging
4-H & Open Class Food Sale
“Welcome To The Fair” Hot Dog Feed Sponsored by Hi Plains Feed, LLC
Entertainment by Jeremy Ragland (Rad the Ghost)
4-H Pet Show

Turtle Races

FRIDAY, JULY 20
8:00 AM
11:00 AM
2:00 PM
5:30 PM
9:00 PM

4-H/FFA Swine Show
Poultry and Rabbit Show
Barnyard Olympics
4-H/FFA Sheep Show
Teen Dance Sponsored by The Alley

(Kids 12 & Younger)
Sponsored by Credit

Union of D.C.
4:30 pm on Friday,
Saturday & Sunday

SATURDAY, JULY 21
8:00 AM
12:30-1:00 PM
1:00 PM
2:00-4:00 PM
2:00-4:00 PM
2:00-6:00 PM

6:30 PM
9:00 PM

4-H/FFA Horse Show
Special Contest Entry Check-In
Kids Pedal Tractor Pull Competition
Waters True Value Family Event at Fair
Watermelon Feed Sponsored by 1st Dental
Photo Fun Booth Sponsored by United Wireless
Arena & Boothill Casino & Resort Conference
Center
4-H/FFA Meat Goat Show
Dance – Josh Roesener, DJ Sponsored by Jacobs

RORRing
Model Car
Racing
Saturday
and Sunday
1:00 – 9:00

SUNDAY, JULY 22
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:30 PM
2:30 PM
3:30 PM
5:00 PM

Free Breakfast – High Plains Farm Credit
Sunday Service – Ryan Ausmus
4-H Foundation Scholarship and
Public Fashion Review
Ford County Farm Bureau Ice Cream Social
Cow Patty Bingo
4-H/FFA Beef Show

MONDAY, JULY 23
8:30 AM
10:00-11:30 AM
5:30 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM
6:45 PM
7:00 PM
7:00-10:00 PM

4-H Mini Livestock Judging Contest
Just 4 Kids
Buyers Appreciation Meal
Ford County Wheat Show Results
4-H King & Queen Crowning
Fair Association Giveaway Drawing
4-H/FFA Food & Livestock
Premium Auction
Release of INSIDE Exhibits

Edward Wunder
– Hypnotist
Performances
Saturday – 11 am
& 2:30 pm
Sunday – 3:00 pm

Schedule is subject to change
Questions??? Call 227-4542 prior to July 19, July 19-23 call 620-789-9001 (phone courtesy of United
Wireless)

