Community Newsletter
For the week October 16-20, 2017

A publication of the City of Dodge City Public Information Office
1.
Advance in-office voting for the City/School/College General Election will begin October 31 in
the Ford County Clerk’s office. Hours will be 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Ford County Clerk is now accepting
applications for ballots by mail. You may go to the Ford County website and download an Application for
Advance Ballot or call and one will be mailed. The completed ballot can be faxed to 227-4699 or e-mailed to
dcox@fordcounty.net . The last day we can accept applications for ballots to be mailed will be October 31st.
Election Day is November 7th. Polling locations will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
2.
The Dodge City Crime Stoppers board announced it has disbanded as of the October board meeting.
After several years of funding struggles, lack of larger community involvement and changing technologies, the
board has voted to disband the organization. The Crime Stoppers organization was originally the brain child of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, police detective Greg MacAleese. In 1984, the Dodge City Crime Stoppers was
activated by citizens with the cooperation of the Dodge City Police Department and the Ford County Sherriff’s
office. Crime Stoppers thanks the Dodge City Police Department and the Ford County Sherriff’s office for their
long time financial and operational support. The board would particularly like to thank Kirk Schraeder and
Vickie Williamson who are original board members and who have remained active on the board until this day.
They have both served in several board positions and contributed many hours of time and effort throughout the
years. Crime Stoppers would like to thank everyone who has supported the program during the course of its
operations.
3.
At the City Commission meeting
Monday evening, a proclamation recognizing
Oct. 21 as Special Olympics Kansas Day was
announced. In the proclamation, the following
were recognized: Inducted into the Special
Olympics Kansas Hall of Fame were Casey
Leatherwood in 2017, Roy Baxter in 2015 and
Patty Stephenson in 2013; Leora Kennedy as the
‘Most Inspirational Athlete’ in the 2016 summer
games; Michelle Leatherwood the 2016 Making
a Difference Award as Program Volunteer of the
year; and Ron Just the Making a Difference Award
as the 2015 Coach of the Year. Congratulations
to all of the awardees and good luck to those
participating in the bowling tournament at Spare
Tyme Bowl on Saturday.
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4.
The Community Housing Association of
Dodge City (CHAD) is partnering with the Dodge
City Community College Building Trades Program
to build a new house at 1521 Mulberry Circle. The
students are currently framing the upstairs. This project
is funded by a Moderate Income Housing (MIH) grant
from the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation. The
house will be finished by the end of the academic year,
allowing students to gain hands-on experience in all
trades of building a home. This 3 bedroom 2 bathroom
home will have an unfinished basement and 2 car
garage. The home will be put on the market to sell to a
moderate income citizen once complete. Funds from the
sale of the house will go back to the CHAD program.
CHAD is a 501 (c)(3) organization created to address
housing needs in the community by revitalizing neighborhoods through comprehensive assistance to persons of
low-to-moderate income.
5.
The Dodge City/Ford
County Development Corporation,
in association with the Network
Kansas E-Community Partnership,
will host the Second Annual Ford
County Youth Entrepreneurship
Competition (YEC). The YEC will
be held on Thursday, February
22nd at the Dodge City Community
College Little Theater. The goal
of the competition is to expose
Kansas middle school and high
school students to entrepreneurship.
Students will compete against each
other for $3,500 in prize money. The
competition will consist of students
preparing an executive summary and
a four-minute formal presentation.
The winner of the competition will
be entered into the state competition
at Kansas State University. For more
information contact Mollea Wainscott at 620-371-3869 or housing@dodgedev.org.
6.
Ford County Emergency Management is partnering with local community organizations to host a
volunteer fair for citizens interested in assisting with local emergency response. If anyone is interested in being
a volunteer and receiving free training, please make sure to attend the fair. Local volunteers are always in high
demand and have great opportunities to learn more about emergency response and assist in the recovery of local
communities. The Volunteer Fair is Saturday, Oct. 28 from 10:00 – 1:00 at the Emergency Services Complex,
1506 W. Comanche St. A flyer is attached.
7.
Several organizations are working together to prepare gift boxes for the Adopt a Soldier/Veteran
Project. A list of items that are needed is attached.
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8.
Work will begin the North Front St. Parking Lot between 1st Ave. and 2nd Ave. shortly to repair
curb & gutter and sidewalk. Sections of the parking lot will be closed to traffic as repairs are made. After the
repairs have been made, that section will be opened and another section closed. This work could take up to
three weeks depending upon the weather. Repairs to curb & gutter along 2nd Ave. in the downtown area will
also be made after the work in the parking lot has been completed.
9.
Work on the asphalt street continues. A majority of the work has been completed on the Market St.
project. This section of Market St. will reopen shortly, if not already. The contractor has moved to Layton
Ave. between Post Ave. and Central Ave. to perform a Mill & Inlay operation. This will require the Layton
Ave. to be closed temporary while work is being performed. It should be opened to traffic at night. There will
be a “bump” at each end of the project and at 1st Ave. The contractor will do the same procedure on Soule St.
from 14th Ave. east to 13th Ave. Again, Soule St. will be closed to traffic as construction is taking place and
reopened each night. For a time, there will not be any pavement markings on Soule St. at the 14th Intersection.
The contractor and staff are reviewing the schedule to complete the mill & inlay work at 14th Ave. & US 50 and
6th Ave. & US 50 intersections. We understand that these two intersections see a lot of school traffic and are
looking at the best way to complete the work.
10.
East bound traffic on Wyatt Earp Blvd. from 5th Ave. to 2nd Ave. has been narrowed to one lane. A
portion of the south lane will be removed to narrow Wyatt Earp Blvd. to provide a safer pedestrian crossing at
the 4th Ave. intersection. This will separate the right turn lane at 4th Ave. and 2nd Ave.
11.
Work was schedule to start on the installation of the center medians on 1st Ave. and 4th Ave.
this past week. But due to some conflicts this may need to be delayed a month. This work is being done in
conjunction to establishing a Quiet Zone on the main railroad track through town. Once established, trains
should not sound their horns unless the engineer feels there is emanate danger to the train or vehicles and
pedestrians adjacent to the tracks. We have also been notified by the railroad that crossing materials have been
ordered to replace the rail at the 2nd Ave. crossing. When this takes place, 2nd Ave. will be closed to all traffic.
Depending on the railroads schedule, as much notice as possible will be sent out.
12.
Construction crews arrived and began work installing
Legends Park turf on Monday. The work begins with establishing
a subgrade elevation and then installing curb and nailer boards for
attaching the turf. Once the crew is done with the curb and nailer,
they will install the drainage system, install a 5” rock subbase before
installing the turf over the top of the rock base.
13.
A meeting will be held on Friday at the Santa Fe Depot
to start moving forward on the project to bring higher education
for mid-level health care providers to southwestern Kansas. Senator
Bud Estes along with staff from the City, Dodge City/Ford County
Development Corporation as well as the project consultant Terri
Mujica-McLain will meet with stake holders on expectations for
the program. The City recently received a USDA Rural Business
Development grant that will aid in paying for a feasibility study with Wichita State University and the project
consultant. For questions or more information on this project please contact Melissa McCoy at (620) 225-8100.
14.
The Tourism Coalition hosted their monthly meeting at Boot Hill Museum this week. At the
meeting, the coalition received a special tour of the Napeste: Water in Dodge City, exhibit and also toured the
Smithsonian Water Ways. Visitors can view the exhibit now through November 11 at the museum For more
information please call (620) 225-8100 or visit their website at boothill.org.
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15.
Mariah Hills hosted the KSHSAA 6A Girls State golf
tournament on Monday with over 100 players participating.
The players represented the top 12 teams from across the state
plus individual qualifiers whose team did not advance. Girls
played a practice round on Sunday followed by the tournament
on Monday. The golf course continues to get rave reviews and
received numerous complements from players, coaches and
family members.
16.
On Sunday water crews went and plugged the sewer
main at the old Crust buster building. Crews removed the 2” line that runs to the 6” T and installed a plug
in the 6” T. The hole was backfilled within the same day. Crews also exposed a lead service on 7th street. Once
exposed, the lead line must be replaced. Crews were able to accomplish this in the same day as it was exposed.
17.
Some sanitation customers will experience a change in ways to dispose of trash the week of October
30th. This will be in the areas of 6th Ave to Manor and Comanche to Soule. Customers are asked to have their
polykart out at the curb by 7 A.M. every Wednesday morning in this area.
18.
The Dodge City Area Chamber of
Commerce hosted a City Commissioner
Candidate Forum at the Dodge City Public
Library Wednesday evening. Brandon Hines,
DCPL Director, moderated the event which
had 30 people in attendance and more than a
dozen questions were asked and answered by
the candidates. Remember to cast your vote on
November 7th. See the attached ‘Voting 101’
Flyer from the League of Kansas Municipalities.
CALENDAR
City Hall:
City Commission meeting – Mon., Nov. 6 @ 7:00 pm
Election Day – Tue., Nov. 7
Closed for Veteran’s Day – Fri., Nov. 10
City Commission meeting – Mon., Nov. 20 @ 7:00 pm
Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday – Thur & Fri., 23rd & 24th
United Wireless Arena:
Fri., Oct. 20 – KANSAS Leftoverture tour
Sat., Nov. 4 – Jay Owenhouse illusionist @ 7:30 pm
Sun., Dec. 10 – Wynonna Judd concert @ 7:30 pm
		
Community:
Fall & Winter Fashion Show, Wed., Oct. 25, 5:00 pm @ Public Library
Exploring Dodge City’s Landmarks – Thur., Oct 26, 7:00 @ Public Library
World of Outlaws – Oct. 27-28, 7:00 pm @ Raceway Park
Main Street Trick or Treat – Sat., Oct. 28, 10:30 – 12:30 downtown
5th Annual Southwest Kansas Bully Walk – Sat., Oct. 28 3:00 pm @ Lions Park
Everything You Wanted to Know About Water – Mon., Oct. 30, 7:00 pm @ Public Library
America Recycles Day – Sat., Nov. 4, 10:00-1:00 @ Civic Center
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VOLUNTEER FAIR
Partners














Catholic Charities
Retired Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP)
The Salvation Army
Southwest Kansas Animal
Response Team
Kansas Citizen Corps
Radio Amateur Civil
Emergency Services (RACES)
Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT)
American Red Cross
Ford County Emergency
Management

October 28, 2017 10:00am-1:00pm
Refreshments Available

1506 W Comanche St, Dodge City, KS 67801

Ford County Emergency Management is partnering with local community organizations to
host a volunteer fair for citizens interested in assisting with local emergency response. If
you are interested in being a volunteer and receiving free training, please make sure to
attend the fair. Local volunteers are always in high demand and have great opportunities
to learn more about emergency response and assist in the recovery of local communities.
FORD COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

1506 W Comanche St, Dodge City, KS 67801
620.801.4401 | mdunmars@fordcounty.net | http://www.fordcounty.net/
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Presented by Main Street Dodge City

Trick-or-Treat Downtown

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER
28
Trick-or-treating | Hamburger Feed | Games
Bicycle Giveaway | Fun for the whole family!

Trick-or-Treat
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Check-in at Eisenhower Park, located at
First and Gunsmoke, to pick up your trickor-treat location card and map. Children
participating in the downtown trick-ortreat will be entered to win a bicycle, which
has to be put in the drawing box by 12:20
p.m., located at the museum entrance.

$1 Hamburger Feed
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m .

A hamburger feed is available to the
first 500 people at Boot Hill Museum.
Children’s games will entertain the
children waiting for the bicycle drawing
at 12:30 p.m.
*Winner must be present to
win and have their name in the
drawing box by 12:20 p.m.

Participating Downtown Businesses

ARSI
2nd Ave. Art Guild
2nd Ave. Lunch Company
Boot Hill Antiques
Boot Hill Distillery
Boot Hill Museum
Carnegie Art Center

City of Dodge City
Color Bar by Leslie
Dodge City Brewery
Dodge City Police Dept.
Dodge City Daily Globe
Dulcelandia
El Rodeo Bar & Grill

Thank you to our sponsors: Cargill, Dodge City Area Women’s
Chamber of Commerce, Dodge City CVB, Victory Electric,
Wendys, Western Beverage, and United Way of Dodge City
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Flowers by Irene
Gisella’s Art & Design
Keller Leopold Insurance
Martinez Sewing
The Gathering
V&M Stich
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