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COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
A publication of the City of Dodge City Public Information Office

CITY NEWS
Property Tax Relief and Street Sales Tax Initiative
Town Hall—The proposed Property Tax Relief and
Street Sales Tax Initiative is a question on the
November election ballot. Residents have asked for
more information on how this initiative will help
lower their property taxes. The City Commission has
committed to lowering the mill levy by 4 mills if the
initiative passes. This means that $92 would be saved
yearly on a $200,000 home. In addition, if a person’s
home value has remained steady over the past 10
years their taxes have decreased $164. The reduction
in property taxes would equate to a household
spending of $18,400 more per year in taxable items.
According to the Bureau of Labor and Statistics the
average household in Dodge City spends $14,500 on
taxable items.
For more information and to view FAQs, visit
www.dodgecity.org/pavingthefuture.
Early Voting and Election Day —Thursday, October 20th marked the start of early voting. Registered voters
can visit the Ford County Elections Office located on the fourth floor at 100 Gunsmoke. Early voting will be
open Mon-Fri from 9 am – 4:30 pm until November 7th, 12:00 pm. Weekend times are also available on
Saturday, October 29 and November 5 from 10 am – 2 pm. Evening times are available on Tuesday, November 1
and Thursday, November 3 from 9 am – 7 pm.
Election Day is Tuesday, November 8th. Registered voters can
visit their assigned polling place from 7 am - 7 pm to vote. Mail-in
ballots must be postmarked by November 8th and received by
Friday, November 11th. Mail-in ballots can also be dropped off
with the Ford County Elections Office by November 8th.
The City of Dodge City Public Transportation is available for free
door-to-door service to ensure residents can make it out to vote.
Free rides are available for early voting and on Election Day.
Also, there will be no charge for public transportation services
during this time. Riders can schedule their door-to-door ride 24
hours in advance at 1-877-323-3626.
State of the City—City Manager Nick Hernandez and Vice Mayor Michael Burns presented the State of the City
today. The event was hosted by the Dodge City Area Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by Victory Electric
Black Hills Energy, and Landmark National Bank. The presentation will be posted to
www.facebook.com/CityofDodgeCity for community members to view.
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Veterans Day Closure—City of Dodge City offices, including City Hall
and the Dodge City Visitor's Center, will be closed on Friday, November 11
in observance of Veterans Day. Sanitation services normally provided on
Friday will be scheduled for Monday, November 14. The Jane Longmeyer
Recycling Building will be closed Friday November 11, 2022, and will be
open Saturday, November 12, 2022.
Thank you to all who have served our country and those who have given
the ultimate sacrifice.
Safety Spotlight Award—Samuel Valdivia and Bradley Wolf were recognized with the City of Dodge City
Safety Spotlight Award.
Samuel Valdivia, Street Supervisor, was recognized for training his employees in safety and always making
sure that they wear their proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). He maps out traffic control for his
projects and assists other departments with setting up their work zones.
Bradley Wolf works with Athletic Field Maintenance for the City of Dodge City. He was recognized for always
using proper personal protective equipment (PPE) while performing tasks that require it. He is always on the
lookout for things that could potentially be a hazard and takes care of these issues by moving them out of the
way, placing them in a receptacle, or putting them in their proper place. Bradly makes sure equipment is safe
before operating it.
Welsh Promoted to CVB Director—The City of Dodge City is pleased to announce that
Megan Welsh was recently promoted to the position of Director for the Dodge City
Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB). Megan has worked with the CVB since February
2017 as Tourism Coordinator before being promoted to Manager of the CVB in January
2020. She does an exceptional job leading the City’s tourism efforts and serves on the
Travel Industry of Association Board of Directors among other local boards.
New Airport Manager—The City of Dodge City recently named Eliel Marin as the new
Airport Manager. Some of the projects he will work on include the upcoming terminal
remodel project and a runway reconstruction. If you would like to learn more about daily
jet service from Dodge City with connections to Denver, CO, you can contact Eliel at (620)
225-8280, via email at elielm@dodgecity.org, or by visiting the Dodge City Airport
Facebook page at facebook.com/DDCAirport.
City Attorney Service Award—City Attorney Brad Ralph was recently
recognized at the Kansas Bar Association (KBA) Annual Meeting and Awards
Luncheon. He received the KBA Outstanding Service Award for his work with
the City of Dodge City and the state of Kansas. Brad has served as the City
Attorney since December of 2014. Congratulations Brad and thank you for your
years of service and dedication to Dodge City.
Rural Champion Award—The Dodge City/Ford Development Corporation and City of Dodge City were
awarded the Office Rural Prosperity Rural Champion Grant. This opportunity will be a one-year pilot
program which will create a network of grassroots efforts to work on the critical issues of childcare
expansion. Rural Champions, which was made possible through a collaboration with the Patterson Family
Foundation, will help drive success when there is a lack of capital or other resources to complete the project.
Miss Kansas Announcement—Miss Kansas, Ayanna Hensley, will be recognized
at the City Commission meeting by the City of Dodge City and Boot Hill Museum.
There will also be a meet and greet reception prior to the meeting at 6:30 pm in
the City Commission Chambers/City Court lobby located at 806 N.2nd Avenue.
The public is invited to attend.
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
Convention and Visitors Bureau—Dodge City hosted more than 200 representatives and athletes during the
Special Olympics South Central Conference, Oct. 7-9. Event organizers told CVB staff that the event was a
great success enjoyed by all who participated.
The Dodge City CVB partnered with the Ford County Historical Society to facilitate the 2022 Historic
Cemetery Tours on Oct. 15-16. Participants rode the historic trolley to Maple Grove Cemetery, where they
enjoyed a 45-minute walking tour of the historic cemetery sites.
CVB Staff attended the Kansas Tourism Conference (KTC) in Wichita, Oct.
17-19. This annual conference brings together tourism, attraction, hotel, and
venue professionals, from across the state for three days of speakers,
learning, and networking opportunities. This year Dodge City won a Travel
Industry Association of Kansas (TIAK) Marketing Award for its 2022 Visitors
Guide redesign. Dodge City will host the 2023 KTC at the United Wireless
Arena Oct. 16-18.
Dodge City Sports Commission Representative attended the TEAMS
Conference, Oct. 24-27, in Oklahoma City. This conference provides learning
and networking opportunities for sports-event organizers, host cities,
venues, and sponsors. The Dodge City Sports Commission also supported the
KSHSAA Division 1A & 2A State Volleyball Championship, Oct. 28-29, at the
United Wireless Arena.
On October 27, CVB Director, Megan Welsh, gave a presentation to DCHS students about Customer Service.
She shared tips and tricks for dealing with the public, the impact of customer service personnel on our local
economy, and how to create a lasting impression.

Parks and Facilities—Parks & Facilities staff have been busy installing a new lactation bench near the Chilton
Playset. Thank you to Lactancia Latina en el Suroeste de Kansas and to UnitedHealthcare of Kansas for
sponsoring this project.
With the assistance of Inspections, Parks & Facilities staff installed a secure area for equipment at the
Municipal Services Building. In addition, they have repaired a windscreen at Long Branch Park that was
damaged during a storm that blew through Dodge City.

The Kansas Department of Transportation recently announced that over $2.5 million in KDOT
Transportation Alternative Program project funds have been awarded to expand the city’s existing walking/
bicycle trails, which will provide accessibility into the eastern and southern portions of the community.
Dodge City is the only community in Southwest Kansas that received funding and one of two cities in the state
that received two grants.
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Wright Park Zoo and Parks and Facilities staff continue to work on permanently and temporarily rehoming
animals to prepare for the remodel of Wright Park Zoo. Under the direction of the City Commission, staff is
working with potential partners to kick off the “Redo the Zoo” project. The facility remains temporarily
closed during this time. Stay tuned to the City and Wright Park Zoo Facebook pages for updates.
Mariah Hills Golf Course hosted the Fall KCAC Golf Match Play Event October 3rd-4th. Both men and
women competed in a winner/consolation bracket format where matches were played on a head-to-head
basis with five members of a team matched against five players of another team. Mariah Hills also hit the
milestone of most rounds played on the course in a season over the last 13 years, logging just under 21,000
rounds in 2022.
Athletic Field Maintenance staff has been busy working on Cavalier Field during the month. They removed
and replaced the turf and netting on the batting cage just east of the complex while also aerating,
overseeding, topdressing and fertilizing the grass outfield. Crews also installed two new lights along the
walking trail east of the YMCA. These lights were donated by Koch Industries and will help provide
visibility and safety to users during the evening and night hours.
Citywide —The Dodge City Police and
Fire Department along with Dodge City/
Ford County Economic Development
participated in “Boo at the Zoo” this past
weekend. The event was organized by the
Friends of Wright Park Zoo with assistance
from the Wright Park Zoo staff and Dodge
City Parks and Facilities staff. The Police
Department took second place for their
booth, and the Fire Department took third.
The Dodge City Police and Fire Department, Public Works and several other City Departments participated in
the three-day community crisis drill exercise. Other participants included Ford County, the Ford County
Sheriff’s Office, Ford County Communications, and nonprofits agencies.
Police Department—The Dodge City Police Department assisted with the
“I Love You Guys” training. The training was free for community members,
school districts, departments and agencies and illustrated the importance
of planning and preparing for school crisis. This training provided real-life
stories with easy to learn protocols and methods.

PROJECT UPDATES
The Downtown Streetscape will begin shortly with the
reconstruction of Phase 1A. Building Solutions plans to close Central
Ave. from Vine St. to Military Ave. starting November 7, 2022. The
intersection of Military Ave. and Central Ave. As with the previous
reconstruction of Central Ave., new waterline will be installed, the
sewer line will either be replaced or rehabilitated, new storm drains
will also be installed. Once the underground work is completed,
street work will begin with new sidewalks, curb & gutter, and the brick
street pavers will be replaced on a new concrete base. When Phase 1A
is nearing completion, Central Ave. between Military Ave. and Wyatt
Earp Blvd. will be closed so that reconstruction of this section can
begin.
Before Phase 1A is completed, the southern section of Front St. between 3rd Ave. and 2nd Ave. will be demoed,
so that new underground utility work can start.
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Comanche St. from 14th Ave. west was opened to traffic on Friday, October 21, 2022. The Contractor still has
some minor work items to complete. Please beware as the contractor finishes up these items, as they may have
equipment on the roadway.

UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS
America Recycles Day—Community Recycling Environmental Waste (CREW) and Keep Dodge City Beautiful
has organized an America Recycles Day event that will take place on Saturday, November 19, from 10:00 am to
1:00 pm at the Jane Longmeyer Recycling Center located at 124 N 14th Ave. Attendees may stay in their vehicle
while staff unloads items for recycling.

Main Street Dodge City—Main Street Dodge City is gearing up for the 11th Annual Trick-or-Treat Downtown,
this Saturday October 29 from 10:30am-12:00pm. There will also be a Scarecrow contest with local
businesses and a $1 hamburger feed starting at 11:30am for the first 500 people along with a bike giveaway at
12:00pm. For more details please see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.

WHY NOT DODGE EVENTS, FACILITIES, NEWS

Dodge City Raceway Park — The Monster Trucks event that was scheduled for Saturday, October 29 and
Sunday, October 30 has been cancelled. Tickets that were presold for the event will be refunded.
United Wireless Arena has numerous events on the horizon for this fall. From Cocomelon on November 1st
to Jake Owen on November 5th, Chicos del 512 on November 18th and Mannheim Steamroller Christmas on
December 8th. There is something for the whole family to enjoy. For events and tickets visit https://
www.unitedwirelessarena.com/.
The Kansas State Athletic Association will host the Class 2A and 1A, D1 State Volleyball Tournaments at
the United Wireless Arena October 28 and 29. To view more information visit https://www.kshsaa.org/
Public/Volleyball/State.cfm.

COMMISSION MEETING CALENDAR
Monday, November 7 - 7:00pm, City Commission Meeting. Commission Chambers, 806 N. 2nd Ave.
Monday, November 21 - 7:00pm, City Commission Meeting, Commission, Chambers, 806 N. 2nd Ave.
OR Watch all meetings live online at www.facebook.com/cityofdodgecity or www.vimeo.com/cityofdodgecity
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REUNIÓN CON USCIS
Una conversación sobre “Como convertirse en
ciudadano estadounidense”
¡El Servicio de Ciudadanía e Inmigración de los Estados Unidos
(USCIS, por sus siglas en inglés) le invita a unirse a la
conversación! Infórmese sobre el proceso de naturalización y lo
que necesita para convertirse en ciudadano estadounidense.
Este es un evento gratuito abierto al público. Los representantes
de USCIS estarán disponibles para responder a sus preguntas.

FECHA:
HORA:
LUGAR:

Jueves, 3 de noviembre de 2022

4:30 PM

Biblioteca Pública de Dodge City - 1er Piso
1001 N Second Avenue
Dodge City, KS

USCIS ENGAGEMENT

A conversation about
“How to Become a U.S. Citizen”
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) invites you to
join the conversation! Learn about the naturalization process and
what you need to become a U.S. citizen. This is a free event open
to the public. USCIS representatives will be available to answer
your questions.

DATE: Thursday, November 3, 2022
TIME: 4:30 PM
LOCATION:

Dodge City Public Library - Lois Flanagan Room
1001 N Second Avenue
Dodge City, KS

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2022

10 AM - 1 PM

JANE LONGMEYER RECYCLING CENTER

124 N 14TH AVE

RECYCLE
Pledge to recycle and bring your newspapers, junk mail, magazines, food and
beverage glass or tin/steel cans, aluminum cans, number 1 and 2 plastic
containers, and cardboard.

E-WASTE

Accepts copy machines, computers, power backups, iPods, keyboards,
monitors, printers, electronic kids toys, routers, speakers, flat screen LED,
PLASMA and LCD TVs and flat screen monitors.

HAZARDOUS WASTE
Accepts unwanted paint products, herbicides, pesticides, automotive
products, batteries or anything poisonous or flammable.

MEDICATIONS
Get rid of your prescription medications, including vitamins and pet
medications. No needles.

FLOWER VASES
Donate your flower vases to the Dodge City High School floral design class.

HUMANE SOCIETY
Ford County Humane Society is taking donations of good condition and clean
pet crates, beds, towels, blankets, leashes, collars, food bowls and food.

BOOKS
We are now able to take hard back and soft back books.

We are hiring!!!
The City of Dodge City currently has the following vacancies:
Updated 10/25/2022

Full Time Vacancies:
• Administrative Associate III- Eng./Admin.
• Administrative Associate III- Police Dpt.
• Municipal Court Clerk I
• AFM Maintenance Worker I
• Civil Engineer I
• Community Service Officer
• Santa Fe Depot Maintenance Worker I
• Forestry Maintenance Worker I
• Human Resources Director
• Information Systems Technician
• Mechanic - Public Works Dpt.
• Police Officer
• Public Information Officer
• Streets Maintenance Worker I
• Utility Worker I
• Utility Worker II
• Sanitation Driver

Hourly Range/Salary:
$15.82 - $22.14
$15.82 - $22.14
$14.35 - $20.09
$13.66 - $19.12
$28.78 - $41.73
$15.82 - $22.14
$13.66 - $19.12
$13.66 - $19.12
$34.83 - $50.50
$19.78 - $28.68
$16.61 - $23.24
$21.10 - $29.65
$22.43 - $32.53
$17.50
$17.50
$20.00
$20.00

Regular Part-Time Vacancies:
• Public Transportation Bus Driver

$15.03-$19.12

Seasonal Vacancies:
• Train Station Attendant

$10.00

To apply, please visit www.dodgecity.org/careers. For questions, please contact our Human
Resources Office at 620-225-8100 or by email at hr@dodgecity.org.
All full time and regular-part time positions come with the City’s full benefits package, including
health/dental/life insurance (single-only health option for regular PT positions), KPERS or
KP&F retirement with employer match, sick time, vacation time, paid holidays, and a
complimentary Employee Assistance Program. We also have a bilingual pay incentive.

¡Estamos Contratando!
La Ciudad de Dodge City actualmente tiene las siguientes vacantes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vacantes de Tiempo Completo:
Rango por hora/salario:
Asociado Administrativo III- Ing./Admin.
$15.82 - $22.14
Asociado Administrativo III- Dpt. De Policía
$15.82 - $22.14
Secretario Judicial Municipal
$14.35 - $20.09
Director de Recursos Humanos
$34.83 - $50.50
Ingeniero Civil I
$28.78 - $41.73
Trabajador de Mantenimiento Forestal I
$13.66 - $19.12
Mecánico – Departamento de Obras Publicas
$16.61 - $23.24
Oficial de Policía
$21.10 - $29.65
Oficial de Información Pública
$22.43 - $32.53
Oficial de Servicios de la Comunidad
$15.82 - $22.14
Trabajo Mantenimiento de Calles I
$17.50
Trabajador de Servicios Públicos I
$17.50
Trabajador de Servicios Públicos II
$20.00
Conductor de Saneamiento
$20.00
Trabajador de Mantenimiento I- Santa Fe Depot
$13.66 - $19.12
Trabajador de Mantenimiento – Departamento de Parques $13.66 - $19.12
Técnico de Sistemas de Información
$19.78 - $28.68

Vacantes de Medio Tiempo:
• Conductor de autobús de transporte público

$15.03 - $19.12

Vacantes Temporales:
• Asistente de estación de tren

$10.00

Para aplicar, visite www.dodgecity.org/careers. Para preguntas, comuníquese con la oficina de
Recursos Humanos al 620-225-8100 o por correo electrónico a hr@dodgecity.org.
Todos los puestos de tiempo completo y medio tiempo incluyen el paquete de beneficios de la
Ciudad, que incluye seguro de salud / dental / vida (opción de salud única para puestos regulares
de PT), jubilación de KPERS o KP&F con coincidencia del empleador, tiempo de enfermedad y
vacaciones, y un Programa de Asistencia al Empleado. También tenemos un incentivo de pago
bilingüe.

