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1. Governor Kelly announced Executive Order 20-29 implementing phase one of Ad Astra: A Plan to
Reopen Kansas on Thursday, April 30th. The plan can be viewed in its entirety or a summary at
https://covid.ks.gov/ad-astra-a-plan-to-reopen-kansas/. The summary of the plan is also attached
to this newsletter. For business industry guidance, go to https://covid.ks.gov/wp-content/
uploads/2020/04/Business-Guidance.pdf, or contact the Ford County Health Department or
KDHE.
2. More information on the City of Dodge City’s plan for city-owned facilities and operations will
be available on Monday, May 4th. This plan will only be for the City of Dodge City facilities and
operations. Residents can continue to use online and phone services that were in place during the
Stay-at-Home order. For English, call 620-253-3465. For Spanish, call 620-253-8031. Or you may
go to www.dodgecity.org.
We encourage residents to continue to follow social distancing and health guidelines to continue
diminishing the spread of COVID-19.
3. The Utilities Department made repairs on two water main breaks this week. One was at Dodge
City Community College and was exposed and repaired the same day with a short interruption to
customer water services. The other was at 14th Ave. and Cedar St. A section of the old pipe was
removed and replaced with no disruption to customer services.
4. This week, the Street Department worked on patching brick in the 600 block of Avenue B and
continued to update various signs around town.
5. Parks and Facilities Parks
employees were busy this
week removing a worn
out climber and replacing
it with a new one at the
playset in Wright Park.
6. Parks and Facilities
Forestry/Landscape
employees were busy
replanting plants and
shrubs in Liberty Gardens
just east of the Hoover
this week.

CITY CALENDAR
Mon., May 4 - 7 pm City Commission Meeting
This will be an entirely virtual meeting. There are three options to watch and listen to
the meeting.
1. Watch live on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/cityofdodgecity
2. Watch live on Zoom Webinars at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84257901244
3. Or for those without internet access or would prefer audio only, call into one of the
following numbers +1 669 900 6833 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 929
205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799
And use Webinar ID: 842 5790 1244

Media Contact:
Abbey Martin, Public Information Officer
620-225-8100
abbeym@dodgecity.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – April 24, 2020

City of Dodge City administration and staff are taking steps to adjust the budget in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Substantial cuts will need to be made to account for the tremendous shortfall in expected revenues.

The loss is estimated at nearly $3 million dollars from the 2020 budget. Line items such as Sales Tax, Property Tax,
Interest, Transient Guest Tax and Franchise Fees are expected to lag substantially behind the budgeted amounts.
The proposed budget adjustments were discussed at a City Commission work session on April 20, 2020.
“Even with all of the cuts on the expenditure side of the ledger, we were still short over $700,000 in cuts that
needed to be made,” City Manager Cherise Tieben said. “Because we function on very tight operational budgets
already, hard decisions had to be made Monday night at the City Commission meeting.”

During the meeting, the Commission directed administration and staff on how to prioritize six additional levels of
cuts to be made. The first priority amongst the additional cuts was the elimination of the Commission salaries for
2020, followed by a 25 percent reduction in the general fund cash reserves. After the first two levels, a one-time
incentive increase to the City’s early retirement program for those eligible to retire in 2020 was approved.

Most of the positions vacated by retirement would not be filled again for at least a year, and other positions would
have to absorb the responsibilities through prioritizing work. The final three levels of cuts proposed included
the elimination of four positions, possible six to eight-week furloughs, and finally, no annual longevity bonuses to
employees.
Tieben said that she anticipates the first four levels of additional cuts to be sufficient in relieving the budget
pressure. This means that furloughs will not happen yet but will be considered if necessary.

“Understand that these decisions were not made lightly, and in fact, we were hoping to be able to make some of
these employee decisions in the future simply through attrition,” Tieben said. “However, COVID-19 has escalated
the necessity of this decision.”

During the discussion of the additional efforts to cut the budget and the elimination of the Commissioner salaries,
Commissioner Kent Smoll stated, “personally I think we ought to give up our salaries during this time.”

“I don’t care, you know, if its two weeks, six weeks, three months,” Smoll said. “We didn’t get in this for the pay. We
got into this because we really appreciate the City. There’s not going to be much savings, I understand. But its partly
the principle. We are asking employees to give things up; I want to give up that.”
Commissioner Brian Delzeit echoed Smoll’s statement saying, “We are looking at elimination positions, and I’m not
going to eliminate any position as long as I’m taking a salary.”
###

April 30th, 2020

Dodge City Social Service Organizations Update:
Big Brothers Big Sisters: On May 5th at 11:30 a.m., Big Brothers, Big Sisters will be holding a
statewide info session on mentoring. So, if you have ever thought about serving as a Big or are just
curious about the process and want to learn more about what is involved, please contact Ryan Ausmus
at Ryan Ausmus rausmus@kansasbigs.org.

•
•

Create and support one-to-one mentoring relationships that ignite the power and promise of
youth.
Volunteer or donate at www.kansasbigs.org.

Harvest America continues to assist the community even through these hard times! Their doors are closed to
the public, but they are processing applications and services through phone, email, and mail. They provide
rent, food, utility, fuel, and car repair assistance. In the past, they were only able to assist with electric and gas
bills, but as of right now, they are now able to also assist with their water bills as well. The car repair assistance
would be for safety items (brakes, tires, etc.), general maintenance (oil change, battery, etc.), and can also help
with tag registration or renewals. Applications are available outside of their office door at 100 Military Ave
Suite 122 or by phone or email to request one. The phone number is (620)227-7882, and email is lontiveros@
harvestamerica.org.
Friendship Feast Association: To-go meals are available Monday through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 803 Central Avenue. The meals are to-go only due to COVID-19 and
stay-at-home orders. They are served right at the door, and individuals just need to indicate the number of
meals needed. Recently, Friendship Feast received hand sanitizer from Boot Hill Distillery so that they can hand
those out to guests, as well. Currently, they are serving about 100 individuals daily, and they are requesting
donations of breads, pastas and fresh fruit. Monetary donations can be mailed to P.O. Box 1075, Dodge City, KS
67801 For more information, contact Sarah Speakman at 620-408-5594.
Catholic Charities: Please be sure to check out Catholic Charities COVID-19 resource page: https://
catholiccharitiesswks.org/2020-pandemic-response. They would like to draw particular attention to the IRS
payment tracker tool on the Financial Assistance page as well. In addition, the Non-Food Pantry is still open.
For pick up or delivery, please call to schedule a time at (620)-227-1588. They are also still assisting with SNAP
(food stamps) and KanCare applications which are available over the phone.
Manna House: Although the shelter is currently closed as a precautionary measure during COVID-19, the food
pantry has moderate levels of supplies for local families in need. Also, they are making deliveries under special
circumstances. For more information, please call in advance at 620-227-6707 during their open hours from 2–4
p.m. Monday-Friday. They welcome donations and have a great demand for soup, spaghetti sauce and eggs.

Genesis Family Health, located at 1700 Ave F, encourages those requesting food or utility assistance to visit
www.genesisfamilyhealth.org. The Clinic is open Monday and Tuesday with a health practitioner and on
Wednesdays and Thursdays with offering telehealth appointments. They are requesting donations of rice, beans,
macaroni and cheese and cereal. To arrange a drop off at the door, please call Contact Elva Dominguez or Uriel
Campos at 620-225-0625. They are open from 8–5 p.m. Monday –Friday and closed from 12–1 p.m. for lunch.
CASA postponed their Child Abuse Prevention month pinwheel gardens. However, their goal is to reschedule
later this summer. If someone wants to participate this summer, they are welcome to contact CASA. They are
still providing services to children/teens, and if someone is interested in learning about volunteering, CASA
may be reached by email at casadodge@sbcglobal.net, or they may apply online at http://www.kansascasa.org
as they are forming a summer training class.
Crisis Center is providing Crisis intervention services by calling 620-225-6987 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) Monday-Friday
or their Hotline # 620-225-6510 is available 24 hours a day. The intake process, needs assessments, and safety
planning will be offered, and other advocacy services available as needed. They are ready to listen and provide
CRISIS services as needed. They are also available on Facebook.
Salvation Army: On April 22nd, they are serving ALL households which are in need of an Emergency Box.
To make arrangements, please call or leave a message at 620-225-4871. The Salvation Army is requesting
donations of canned goods. For those community members who can donate food, hygiene items or monetary
contributions, please call the Salvation Army office to make arrangements to drop off items. To give or to
inquire about assistance or services, please call 620-225-4871.
Seven Baskets Full Ministries is serving evening meals at First Christian Church on Mondays and Thursdays
from 5:30–7 p.m. with parking available in the South parking lot where they will deliver the meals outside.
They are also offering deliveries if transportation is an issue. The phone numbers to contact for deliveries or
questions are: English 620-789-2351 or Spanish 620-253-4441.
United Way of Dodge City: During the COVID-19 pandemic, United Way of Dodge City continues to care
for community members by serving as a resource both via telephone and online. They are providing quality
information to help our neighbors during this crisis. Additionally, the United Way 211 program is helping
connect Kansans to resources outside of our region. Connecting people to the resources they need in this time of
great uncertainty is what we do best.
United Way of Dodge City has established the COVID-19 Emergency Relief Fund to provide aid to those
affected. The funds will be disbursed to nonprofit agencies that directly impact the lives of individuals who may
experience a lack of basic needs being met during this time. We have set up two easy ways to donate:
•

Donate online: www.unitedwaydodgecity.org

•

Checks can be mailed to United Way of Dodge City, 2010 1st Avenue, Dodge City, Kansas 67801.

For questions or more information, please contact the United Way of Dodge City office by calling (620) 2278793 or emailing uwayofdc@att.net.

I have respiratory illness symptoms.*

What should I do?
*fever, cough or shortness of breath

If your symptoms are mild:
• Stay home except to get medical care
If you are experiencing mild respiratory illness symptoms, you can
and should isolate at home during illness. Restrict outside activities, avoid
public areas (work, school, etc.) and refrain from using public
transportation.
• Treat symptoms as appropriate
Treat symptoms with rest, plenty of fluids and over-the-counter
medications, as appropriate.
• Separate yourself from other people in your home
Separate yourself as much as possible, staying in a separate room and
using a separate bathroom, if available.
• Monitor your symptoms
Be alert to any changing symptoms and seek prompt medical attention if
your symptoms are getting worse (e.g. difficulty breathing)
• Call ahead before visiting a healthcare provider
Before visiting a healthcare provider, call ahead before you arrive to tell
them that you are experiencing symptoms related to COVID-19. This will
allow your provider’s office staff to properly prepare for your visit and take
the necessary precautions to keep others from being infected or exposed.

If your symptoms are getting worse:
• Seek prompt medical attention
Before visiting a healthcare provider, call ahead before you arrive to tell
them that you are experiencing symptoms related to COVID-19. This will
allow your provider’s staff to properly prepare for your visit and take the
necessary precautions to keep others from being infected or exposed.

If you are having a medical emergency, please call 911 and notify the dispatch
agent that your emergency is related to possible COVID-19-related symptoms.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - March 17, 2020
City closing public facilities in response to coronavirus
DODGE CITY, Kansas — Out of the utmost care and concern for our community and in an abundance of
public caution, the City of Dodge City is taking several proactive steps to combat and limit the spread of the
coronavirus pandemic locally. The following information is being updated continuously and re-evaluated.
Effective March 17, 2020, the following City facilities will be closed to the public, but employees are working
and available by phone for questions:
· Animal Shelter - 620-225-1567;
· City Hall/Municipal Court - 620-225-8100 and 620-225-8107;
· CREW Recycling - 620-225-8148 (drop-off only, elderly and disabled by appointment only);
· Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau Center - 225-8186 ;
· Hennessey Hall - call the parks department at 620-225-8160;
· Mariah Hills Golf Course - 620-225-8182;
· Santa Fe Depot – CVB Offices - 620-225-8218/Economic Development Office - 620-227-9501/Chamber
of Commerce Office 620-227-3119/ and Public Transit Offices - 877-323-3626 or 620-225-8119 ;
· Wright Park Zoo - call the parks department at 620-225-8160;
· Why Not Dodge Facilities including Dodge City Raceway Park, Athletic Complex Facilities, and United
Wireless Arena - Call City Hall at 620-225-8100
· Utility Billing - 620-225-8111
No City parks are being closed at this time. Though following Gov. Kelly’s executive order, there shall be no
gatherings over 50 people.
This may be re-evaluated if additional positive COVID-19 cases are reported in Ford County, however. As of the
release of this statement, Ford County officials have confirmed one positive case within the county and have
stated that the individual is in quarantine. Please refer to fordcounty.net for more information regarding this
case.
“These closures are to protect the most vulnerable members of our community and preserve access to key
backup facilities in the case of an emergency shelter need,” said City Manager Cherise Tieben. We are sorry for
any inconvenience that this may cause and hope these closures are temporary.”
“An overabundance of caution is vital at this point. We would rather do too much and in the end not know if it
was necessary, rather than do too little, and the effects be abundantly apparent.”
All non-essential City board meetings will be canceled or rescheduled. More specific information will be
released at a later time.
City Facility Closures
The Hoover Pavilion and Mariah Hills Golf Course Meeting Room will be unavailable for rental until further
notice during this outbreak period. Full refunds will be offered to any party with a canceled reservation.
Athletic uses are canceled until further notice at Athletic Facility Complexes and events will be postponed or
possibly canceled at Dodge City Raceway Park and United Wireless Arena.
Utility Bill Payment
During this ongoing period, we are encouraging customers to pay their utility bill online, through the dropbox
located on the north side of City Hall, over the phone, or by mail. For online payments go to https://www.
dodgecity.org/678/Pay, select the online payment category you need, and follow the instructions to set up
payments. For questions call the billing office at 620-225-8111.
Municipal Court Cases
At this time the municipal judge is preparing guidelines and directives for pending appearance dates, trials,
and probation check-ins. These guidelines and directives will severely limit any personal contacts with the
court and court personnel while also protecting the rights of all citizens to have their matters fully and fairly
considered and resolved. For more information pleas call municipal court staff at 620-225-8107.
For questions or concerns about any of these closures or changes, please call City Hall at (620) 225-8100.

Census data matters to your community.
An under count in Dodge
on approximately

City means our community could miss out
$64,333.80 in federal funding (over 10 years) for

each household that is missed in the 2020 Census.



FACTS ABOUT DODGE CITY (based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau)

COMMUNITY:
Total Population (as of 2017): 27,961
Population Change Since 2010: +621
Median Age: 29.3

HOUSING & LIVING:
Median Household Size: 3.09
Median Household Value: $106,100
Total Number of Structures: 9,359
Single Unit: 6,453

ECONOMY:

Multi-Unit: 1,962

Median Household Income: $46,770

Mobile Home: 944

Number of Residents (age 16+) Employed: 19,950

Boat, RV, van, etc.: N/A

Number Employed in Health Care, Social Assistance,
and Educational Services: 2,057
Population Working Outside of City: 28.1%
Average Commute Time to Work: 13.5 minutes

Households with Broadband Internet
Access: 6,291

EDUCATION:
Number of School-age Children: 7,564
Total Population Over 25 Years of Age: 15,849
*Graduated High School (incl. GED): 3,894

HEALTH:
Number of Population with Health Insurance: 22,768
Number with Private Insurance (i.e. Employer, DirectPurchase): 17,882
Number with Public Health Insurance (i.e.,
Medicare, Medicaid, Tricare/military): 6,783
Number with No Insurance: 4,779

*Attained Some College, No Degree: 3,035
*Attained Associates Degree: 1,219
*Attained Bachelor’s Degree: 1,741
*Attained Graduate or Professional
Degree: 882
*Data points indicate highest education level achieved

*Residents can have multiple forms of insurance

Ensure that you count, Dodge City counts, and Kansas counts
by completing your 2020 Census questionnaire online, by phone, or by mail.
All data derived from the ACS 2013-2017 estimates.

www.kansascounts.org

Filing Deadline to run for Office
The filing deadline to run for Office is Noon June 1, 2020. Local Offices will file with the County Clerk
while State Offices will file with the Secretary of State’s Office. State Offices up for election this year are,
United States Senate, United States House of Representatives, 1st District, State Senate, 38th District, State
Representative, 115th, 117th, 119th Districts, District Judge, 16th District, 2nd and 3rd Divisions. Local offices
up for election are, County Commissioner Districts 2 and 3. County Clerk, County Treasurer, County
Register of Deeds, County Sheriff, County Attorney, Township Trustee’s and Township Treasurer for each
Township. Precinct Committeeman and Committeewoman, one from each Precinct will be elected at the
August Primary.

Party Affiliation Changes Last Day

By law (K.S.A 25-3304), from noon on June 1 through August 31, 2020, anyone affiliated with the Democratic,
Republican, or Libertarian party may not switch to another party or elect to become unaffiliated.
If you still wish to change your party affiliation after the August Primary Election, you will need to resubmit
another voter registration application on or after September 1.
Each of the two major parties-Democratic and Republican- are authorized by law to nominate one candidate to
represent the party in the general election. The two major parties determine who may vote in their respective
primaries. In order to vote in a party’s primary, a registered voter must, (1) be affiliated with the party before the
candidate filing deadline, or (2) if unaffiliated, sign a form on primary election day affiliating with the party before
receiving the party’s ballot.

You may call our office to check what party you are or if you are registered to vote. We can mail you a voter
registration card to update your registration if needed. The last day to register to vote for the Primary is July 14. We
can mail you a registration card or you may download from our website a registration form and mail it into us.

Ballot By Mail

In light of the public health concerns, if you would like to receive your ballot by mail for the August Primary and or
November General Election you may call our office to receive an Application for Ballot by Mail, or you may go to our
website and download the applications from there. If you are a person with a disability you will qualify to be placed
on the permanent application list. Just let us know when you call that you have a disability and would like to be
placed on the list. We will send you the permanent application. Ballots for the August Primary will be mailed out
July 15.
We are working hard to make the upcoming Elections Safe for all voters and workers.

If you have any questions about your voter registration please call our office at 227-4551 or 227-4550 and leave a
message. We will get back to you as soon as possible.

LA FECHA FINAL PARA ARCHIVAR LA CANDIDATURA PARA UNA OFICINA

La fecha final para archivar la candidatura para una oficina es el mediodía del 1 de junio de
2020. Las oficinas locales se presentarán ante el secretario del condado, mientras que las
oficinas estatales se presentarán ante la oficina del secretario de estado. Las oficinas estatales
para la elección este año son: Senado de los Estados Unidos, Cámara de Representantes de los
Estados Unidos, 1er Distrito, Senado del Estado, 38 Distrito, Representante del Estado, 115,
117, 119 Distritos, Juez de Distrito, 16 Distrito, 2 y 3 Divisiones. Las oficinas locales que están
a elección son: Comisionado del Condado Distritos 2 y 3. Secretario del condado, Tesorero
del condado, Registro de escrituras del condado, Sheriff del condado, Fiscal del condado,
Fideicomisario del municipio y Tesorero del municipio para cada municipio. El miembro del
comité del distrito electoral y la mujer del comité, uno de cada distrito electoral será elegido en
las primarias de agosto.
EL ÚLTIMO DÍA PARA CAMBIAR LA AFILIACIÓN A UN PARTIDO.

Por ley (K.S.A 25-3304), desde el mediodía del 1 de junio hasta el 31 de agosto de 2020,
cualquier persona afiliada al partido demócrata, republicano o libertario no puede cambiar a otro
partido o elegir no afiliarse.
Si aún desea cambiar su afiliación a un partido después de las elecciones primarias de agosto,
deberá volver a enviar otra solicitud de registro de votante a partir del 1 de septiembre.
Cada uno de los dos partidos principales, demócrata y republicano, está autorizado por ley a
nominar a un candidato para representar al partido en las elecciones generales. Los dos partidos
principales determinan quién puede votar en sus respectivas primarias. Para votar en las
primarias de un partido, un votante registrado debe, (1) estar afiliado al partido antes de la fecha
límite de presentación de candidatos, o (2) si no está afiliado, firmar un formulario el día de las
elecciones primarias afiliado al partido antes de recibir la boleta del partido
Puede llamar a nuestra oficina para verificar qué partido es o si está registrado para votar.
Podemos enviarle una tarjeta de registro de votante para actualizar su registro si es necesario.
El último día para registrarse para votar en la Primaria es el 14 de julio. Podemos enviarle por
correo una tarjeta de registro o puede descargar de nuestro sitio web un formulario de registro y
enviárnoslo por correo.
BOLETA POR CORREO

En vista de las preocupaciones de salud pública, si desea recibir su boleta por correo para las
elecciones primarias de agosto y las elecciones generales de noviembre, puede llamar a nuestra
oficina para recibir una solicitud de boleta por correo, o puede ir a nuestro sitio web y descargar
las aplicaciones a partir de ahí. Si usted es una persona con discapacidad, calificará para ser
incluido en la lista de solicitudes permanentes. Solo díganos cuando llame que tiene una
discapacidad y le gustaría ser incluido en la lista. Le enviaremos la solicitud permanente. Las
boletas para la primaria de agosto se enviarán por correo el 15 de julio.
Estamos trabajando duro para que las próximas elecciones sean seguras para todos los votantes
y trabajadores.
Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre su registro de votante, llame a nuestra oficina al 227-4551 o 2274550 y deje un mensaje. Nos pondremos en contacto con usted lo mas pronto que posible.

